
LAKE h?Jp, 011 - CATCH - OF APPARATUS --- 

(From no tes  cf J. T .  Scovell, 1894, A b s t r a c t e d  

by R .  R .  Gurley) . 

, 



CATCH OB POUNDS - - -  LAKE HUF.OIT. 

(From notes of' J .  T .  Scovell ,  1894, 

Abstracted by R .  R. Gurley) . 

Craig & LanR's, Po r t  Huron. 

P r i n c i p a l l y  sturgeon, p i cke re l ,  her r ing .  

Sturgeon exceeding the  o the r  two i n  weight. 

, A l s o  a f e w  sheepshead, suckers,  perch, sauger, 

menominee, lake minnows . Sheepshead and 

suckers usual ly  thrown out . - (8)  . 

I 

Tabor's, Por t  Huron. 

Was tak in6 o n l y  p icke re l  and he r r ing  and 

not many o f  these;  no sturgeon t o  d a t e . - ( 9 ) .  

Lassen's,  Por t  Haon.  

Yearly ca t ch  is estimated a t  he r r ing  l/2, 

sturgeon 1/6, p icke re l  l/6, whi te f i sh  l/6. 

M r .  Lassen says not more than 3/4 the  ca t ch  of 

the g i l l  nets is f i t  f o r  market.-(13).  



Tabor's, P o r t  Huron. 

Spring months m o s t l y  sturgeon and p ickere l .  

I n  f a l l  the h e r r i w  is more abundant. A l l  

k i n d s  o f  f ish fewer than formerly.-(15) .  

Lassen's,  P o r t  Huron. 

Se t  out l a t e  i n  Apr i l  er e a r l y  i n  May, 

f i s h i n g  continuing t i l l  f reez ing  w i t h  sometims 

a s l ior t  in termission f o r  c leaning n e t s ,  j u l y  

o r  August. 

Spring sturgeon and Wall-eyed p ike ;  

June the best  month. F a l l  mainly her r ing  a d  

whi tef i sh .  Main ca tch  about her r ing  1/2, 

sturgeon, pike,  whitef ish,  each 1/6.-(21).  

Brace's ,  fior t h o f  - P o r t  - Huron. 

Spring and f a l l  mainly herr ing;  summer 

suckers and mullet .  Catch o f  a l l  kinds fa)- 

l i n g  o f f . - (28 ) .  

Bates - Rc F e r r i s s ' ,  Lakeport. 

Mostly her r ing . - (29 ) .  



Wood's, 1Jear ITorth l i n e  of -- 
Birchv i l l e  township e 

Mainly herr ing.  A few t r o u t ,  whitefish, 

pike,  sturgeon.- (31). 

-- Rice & White 's ,  Near LexinEton. 

Mos t ly  her r ing ,  some t r o u t ,  whitef ish,  

p ike ,  sturgeon, menominee, sucker, mullet  

and perch. Hot much change i n  abundance i n  

l as t  5 years.  - (32) . 

Allen ' s ,  Por t  - Sanilac .  

Mainly herr ing,  sometimes, s twgeon ,  

t r o u t ,  pike,  whi te f i sh ,  perch. Saw pound 

r a i sed .  Only occasionally were small f i s h  

taken. If a l i v e  they were thrown in to  lake ;  

i f  dead i n t o  waste ba r re l .  - (35) . 

- H. Al len 's ,  aJ Fores te r .  

M a i n l y  her r ing ;  espec i a l l y  abundant l a s t  

year. A few t r o u t ,  whi te f i sh  and sturgeon; 

a l s o  perch and sheepshead.- (38) . 



Mastin's ,  Fores te r  . 
Mainly  her r ing ,  a few rrliitefis!i and t r o u t ,  

usua.ll:r s o l d  f resh .  - (39 )  . 

McCas!i's, Near Sand Beach. 

Mainly he r r inc ;  sone whi tef i sh ,  an  occa- 

s ional t r o u t .  - (58) . 

bkrsac - & W i l l e t t ' s ,  Casevi l le .  

h(a inly p i cke re l ,  h e r r  irq, whi te f i sh ,  

sturgeon, some t rou t ,  very few bZtss, about 130 

l b s .  t h i s  season. - (72) 

Picke re l  (1/2 lb. and under thrown back); 

a l s o  c a t f i s h ,  sturgeon, sauger, perch, mullet, 

sucker,  sheepshead. Saq:/ above taken. Some- 

times whi te f i sh  and t r o u t ;  an  occasional  black 

bass 

September catch herr ing,  p i cke re l ,  white- 

f ish,  lake perch, mullct  ant! suckers . - (74)  * * 



Reeve's,  !Tear Casev i l l e .  

Mainly he r r ing ,  p i c k e r e l ,  whi te f i sh ,  stur- 

Seon, perch ,  suckers ,  mu l l e t ,  t r o u t ,  c a t f i s h ,  

sheepshead, e t c .  Only a few black bass ,  no t  

more than  200 l b s .  t!iis season. - (76-77) . 

T r u d e l l ' s ,  Near L i t t l e  C h a r i t i e s  

Island. 

Spr ing  pic!rerel 1/2, w h i t e f i s h  1/22. Also  
I 

perch ,  h e r r i n g ,  s turgeon,  t r o u t ,  no black 

bass .  

F a l l  2/3 w h i t e f i s h ,  1/3 p i c k e r e l ;  h e r r i x g ,  

some t rout .  Spawning w h i t e f i s h  i n  1Tovember.- 

G i l l i nchan ' s ,  Bay - P o r t .  

Spring, p i c k e r c l ,  her r ing ,  perch ,  some 

w h i t e f i s h ,  s turgeon,  a l s o  some sucke r s ,  mullet  

sheepshead, e t c .  Fa l l ,  hex - ing ,  Ilrliitef ish, 

p i c k e r e l ,  perch,  suckers . - (35-87) .  



Gillinrsliam's, Bay _I_ P o r t .  

Only a few black bass a r e  caught i n  the 

pound ne t s .  They hzve t o  be taken out soon 

o r  they may escaFe. They do s o  more r e a d i l y  

and i n  Greater numbers than whi te f i sh  and 

herr ing .  - ( 8 6 )  

Gill inchax ' s , Sand - Poin t .  

Spring: p i cke re l ,  kierring, perch, white- 

f i s h ,  trout, c a t  f i s h ,  s turceon. A l s o  suckers, 

mul le t ,  sheepshead. 

F a l l :  her r ing ,  whi te f i sh ,  p i cke re l ,  perch, 

suckers,  mullet ,  sheepshead, e t c . - ( 8 1 ) .  

. Dubey's, Say - P o r t .  

1 . 1 ~ ~ 1 1  of ca tch  her r ing ;  only a few small 

p icke re l .  Also t r o u t ,  w!litefish, s tureeon,  

grass  pike,  muskallonge, rock bass, black bass ,  

perch, suckers ,  mullet, &c , kc .- (90-91) . 



Vandenark ' s ,  XTear Bay Port .  

Mainly perch, suckers,  p i cke re l ,  g rass  , 

pike.  A few black bass.-(93). 

Row 22 W m n ' s ,  ITearBay P o r t .  -- 

Perch, c a t f i s h ,  mullet ,  suckers,  p i cke re l ,  

rock bass,  sone black bass and o thers . - (95) .  

Black bass,  pike,  perch, mullet ,  b i l l  

f i s h ,  p i cke re l ,  her r ing ,  s turceon and ca t f i sh .  

Muskallonge fo rne r ly  abundant i n  the Shebean 

River, a r e  now seldom seen . - (99) .  

P i t  c her ' s , Near Sebeaa inp, 

P i c k e r e l  and herr ing ,  only, t h i s  sp r ing  

on t h i s  ground.-(100). 

Co t i e ' s ,  Fish Poin t ,  Sebeaainq. 
a 

Picke re l ,  perch, suckers,  g ra s s  pike,  



herr ing ,  mullet ,  b u l l  heads, c a t f i s h ,  rock  

bass,  sunfish.  Some whi te f i sh  and t r o u t ;  

an  occas  i o n a l  black bass.  - (102) . 

Beute l ' s ,  3 miles  North of 

Quannakissee River.  

F a l l ,  commencing in  Seytenber, p i cke re l ,  

perch, suckers, mullet ,  c a t f i s h ,  her r ing ,  e tc .  

In  spr ing ,  more p i cke re l ;  i n  f a l l ,  nore her r ing .  

A l l  fish f o r  p i c k e r e l  but make m0i.e f r o n  other 

f is l ies .  Spring ca tch  about 400. S to rms  

do  ilot damage ne t s  very much, but they d r ive  

away the f i sh .  Fish ai-e a l l  s o l d  f resh .  T k  

ne t s  o f  the Beutel Bros.  seem t o  be on  good 

feeding grounds f o r  p i cke re l .  The p i c k e r e l  

go out as the water ge t s  warmer and come i n  

a s  i t  g e t s  cooler .  Nets should not be too 

near each o ther .  The more n e t s  t o  an a rea  

the l e s s  fish t o  the ne t .  A long s t r i n g  of 

ne t s  i n j u r e s  the catch o f  o thers  near.  E.!r. 

Albert  Beutel  and his brothers  have been fish- 

ing i n  the r i v e r  and bay f o r  about 20 years .  

About 3 miles  below Quannal: i s see  River.  - (105 - 
106) 



Barney's, Quannakissee River. 

Perch, suckers,  sunf i sh ,  c a t f i s h ,  pike,  

bullheads and sone p i cke re l  i n  the spring,.-  

(107). 

Trudell's, 'aukaulin River. 

Spring;  p i cke re l ,  perch, suckers,  mullet, 

e t c .  Formerly good p i c k e r e l  fishinl; i n  f a l l ,  

few caught nom and c a t c l i  alone shore and i n  

bay is f a l l i n g  o f f  every year . - (110) .  

P r inc ipa l  ca t ch  i n  r i v e r s ,  suckers,  mullet ,  

perch. Sold f r e sh  i n  New Yorl: l a r g e l y  t o  

Jews. Suckers o f t e n  s o l d  f o r  whi te f i sh ;  more 

f requent ly  f o r  mullet  o r  red horse.- (113). 

Pe1ke:r - and Country's ,  Near 

Toaas L i R h t .  

Spring ca tch  is about 1/4 t r o u t ,  3/4 

whitef ish.  Formerly there  were more t rou t ,  

but 3 years  ago whi tef i sh  began increasing,  

a t  f i rs t  s m a l l ,  then l a r g e r ,  t i l l  now there  

a r e  more good whi tef i sh  than t r o u t .  Thinks 

increase due t o  plant ing.  Coast and bottom 



nor th  o f  Towas Point  good whi te f i sh  feeding 

grounds, around l i t t l e  Char i t i e s  Island good 

spanning grounds. Food o f  wh i t e f i sh  largely 

shrimps and worms. Ground around Point  Look- 

out 8 e e 3  t o  be good feeding p o u n d s  f o r  white- 

f i sh ,  e spec ia l ly  in  f a l l ;  but not f o r  spawning 

grounds. - (121- 122) . 

P e l k e v  -- and CO a A, I Towas %. 

Towas Bay Good f o r  perch, herr ing,  suckers  

and sometimes p i c k e r e l  are caught. Saw p o t  

lifted; ca tch  was whi te f i sh ,  h e r r i w ,  perch, 

p i cke re l ,  suckers and mullet. Menorninee,cat- 

f i s h  and an occasional t r o u t  a r e  cauqht and a 

few s tu rge in .  F a l l  c a t c h  mainly her r ing .  

Fish s e l l  f r e s h  i n  Bag c i t y .  The heyring 

a r e  nalted.-(122). 

Twombley’, Fish Poin t  . 
I n  spring fishing, p icke re l ,  &c .- (102) 



G e m i n ' s  pound ( 1 1 ,  a 
Char i t i e s  Island. 

Spring, Nhitef ish and p icke re l .  Fa l l ,  

m a i n l y  her r ing .  Makes h i s  noney o f f ,  herring. 

Good Gr-ounds f o r  p i c k e r e l ;  not so good f o r  

whi te f i sh  o r  t r o u t .  Herring are s a l t e d ;  rest 

s e l l  f r e s h  a t  Bay City. Hot wh i t e f i sh  spawn- 

ing pounds . - (124)  - 

Herrick 's ,  3 miles  South - o f  

- Au Sable Poin t .  

Spring, 2/3 whi te f i sh ,  1/3 t rou t .  Her- 

r i ng ,  suckers and lnullet a r e  very abundant. 

F i r s t  season o n  t h e s e  gro?mds s o  can ' t  t e l l  

f a l l  catch.-(126) .  

Lixey - 9 - -  Sons' Hear Au Sable Poin t .  

Sees b e n e f i t s  of  whi te f i sh  p l a n t s .  Spring 

ca tch  whi te f i sh ,  sone herr ing,  sturgeon, ca t -  

f i s h  and stickers, - (128) . 



LiXe;T & Sons',  Mi l l e r s  Point .  

May 1 t o  J u l y  15 ca tch  herr ing,  sturgeon, 

suckers, p i l o t  f i s h ,  mul le t ;  no whi tef i sh  or 

t r o u t  

September 10 t o  llovernber 20, c a t c h  w h i t e -  

f i sh ,  herrinG, nang spawning fish. Whitefish 

and s turgeon s o l d  f r e sh ,  he r r ing  sa l t ed . -  (129) . 

Henderson's, Sturgeon Point .  

The c a t c h  is mainly he r r ing  and whi te f i sh ,  

some t pout and sturgeon. The sturgeon come 

i n  about June 20 for 3 o r  4 days, then go away. 

A storm speared, 

they a r e  d r iven  aaa? sooner. Their number 

have been growinc less duriw the 8 years  

that I have been acquainted w i t h  t h i s  l o c a l i t y .  

(144)  

Rouleau's, Alpena. 

Saw first p o t  i n  f irst  string l i f t e d .  

Contents, nh i t e f  ish, t r o u t ,  p i c k e r e l ,  herring, 

menominee, perch, mullet ,  suckers,  e t c .  Many 

he r r ing  g i l l e d  and dead; these were shaken out 



i n to  the water. 

Spring season, May 15 t o  J u l y  15, ca tch ,  

t r o u t ,  whi te f i sh ,  her r ing ,  sturgeon, p ickere l ,  

suckers,  e t c .  

. August 10-12 ca tch  her r ing ,  t rout ,  w h i t e -  

f i sh ,  p i c k e r e l ,  menominee and sturgeon.-(147- 

148). 

Parran t  Is, Hear I.Iiddle Is land.  

Catch a t  present  mainly her r ing .  F a l l ,  

t r o u t  and v h i t e f i s h ,  the l a t t e r  o f t e n  abundant. 

(154) . 

Alpern's,  -1Jear Scare C r o w  Island. 

Main ca tch  whitef ish,  some sturgeon. 

Best i n  October. Trout  and sturgeon i n  fa l l .  

A l i t t l e  IT. E. w i n d  following calm weather 

and small catch,  br ings in  m n y  m!iitefish.-(162) 

C o r l e t t ' s ,  meal* RoRer's Ci ty .  

9/10 whi te f i sh ,  1/10 t r o u t ;  last  year 

same number o f  tons but propor t ion  reversed.-  

(172) * 



Ryan's, Hamond's Ba_TJ_. 

Catch 7/5 whi te f i sh ,  balance t r o u t .  

Average f o r  each pound ne t  Fer season, 5 t o  6 

tons.  - (168)  . 

C o r l e t t ' s ,  B o i s  Blanc Island. 

Porcierly whi te f i sh ,  now about 7/8 white- 

f i sh ,  1/8 t rout . -171) .  

C o r l e t t ' s ,  B o i s  Blanc I s l k d .  

Saw 2 pounds l i f t e d .  Catch, whitef ish,  

t r o u t ,  p i cke re l ,  menominee, her r ing ,  suckers,  

and mul le t ;  sometimes muskallonge and sturgeon. 

I n  1893 the  f i s h i n g  was good during t h e  whole 

season. July 3, 4 ne t s  yielded 6600 pounds. 

T h i s  season f i s h i n g  not very  good .- ( 175 . 

Paquet te ' s ,  hlouth Cheboygan River .  

About May 15 begins t o  c a t c h  he r r ing ;  

about June 15 whi te f i sh  for about 3 weeks. 

A l s o  a few trout and p icke re l .  More pic!:erel 

i n  fall. Does not ca tch  spawning whitefish.  



Fal l  season begins about September l.4180). 

Trumpour's. 

Gets the whi te f i sh  i n  g i l l  ne t s  first i n  

Febrxary and Idarch, but before that from 

pounds near Detour; then from Cheboygan, South 

shore o f  Bo i s  Blanc, then near Mackinaw City 

and westward corning from Detour. April 20 - 
25. The f i sh  s t a y  3 t o  4 weeks i n  a l o c a l i t y .  

I n  March the  f i s h  seem t o  be going e a s t  in the 

deep channels no r th  o f  Waugoshauer Island 

through the s t r a i t  and between B o i s  Blanc and 

mainland south.- (185 - 186) . 

Po~ld's lJear St. Ignace. 

Put out ne t s  last o f  LIay and caught a t  

first trout and herr ing ,  but abou t  June 10 

commence to  ca tch  whi te f i sh ,  the good ca tch  

l a s t i n g  about 10 days o r  two weeks, some be- 

ing caul;ht all through the summer. Whitefish 

not as abundant as formerly. In f a l l ,  her- 

ring and t r o u t .  Caught p i c k e r e l  i n  one lift 

i n  August and not any a t  any o t h e r  time. Vezy 



Grondrin'a, Near a. Ignace. 

Nets a r e  put  out about May 15. Catchirg 

he r r ing  a t  f irst ,  but about June 10 begin 

catching whi te f i sh .  This c a t c h  continues 

through June and J u l y .  In  the f a l l  ca tch  

h e r r i n c  acain,  and a l l  the season ca tch  t r o u t  

and suckers,  but more i n  June and September. 

The ins ide  ne t  is most p r o f i t a b l e .  I b t  much 

loss f rom s torms  and no o ther  ne t s  near enough 

t o  i n t e r f e r e . - ( 1 9 1 ) .  

Andrew's, Rear Mouth - o f  Carp River. 

Bot tom muddy and sandy.  Catch r h i t e f i 8 h  

i n  s p r i n g .  

the i ce  breaks up, and up t o  J u l y  1st. Suck- 

ers a r e  very abundant i n  spr ing,  as they go. 

up t o  spawn i n  Carp and Pine r i v e r s ,  and are 

caught du r ing  the whole season. Pike o r  pick-  

e r e l  a l s o  spawn up these r i v e r s  and along the 

shore, and a r e  caught i n  the n e t s ;  i n  t he  fa l l  

corn. i n  A u g u s t .  I saw f i-ie p i c k e r e l  taken 

from Mr. Andrew's n e t  August 4, 1894. They 

are taken during A u g u s t  and September, but are 

Corn. about May 1st. as soon ae 

too  e a r l y  f o r  the nets i n  spr ing.  Catches a 

f e w  t r o u t ,  but not enough t o  count i n  estimat- 



outh. Storms do not  

i n t e r f e r e  ::r it9 twine very much. - (197-138) . + 

1- - 1 1 1  -- --I-- -_-- -......- 1-1 * -  

S tand re ' s ,  X e a r  Rabbit Buck P o i n t .  

Ma inly w!i i t  e f  i s h  beginning about Play 20 

and t o  July. In  July more t r o u t  than mhite- 

BlonEie's ,  ITear Grosse Point  . 

T h i s  season mainly suckers.  Generally 

1/2 suckers,  1/~ rrliitefisii. 

bes t ,  catching a few t rout  i n  outs ide  ne t s  a d  

in  f a l l  a few p ickere l .  Occasionally nenomi- 

nee, p e r c h  and a fev sturpon.-(195). 

Inside ne t s  

Paquain - & Johnson's, Ucar Car.? River. 

Mainly whi te f i sh ,  comon ahout, ?.lay 1. 

ITo suckers o r  p i c k e r e l ;  sometimes a fev stur- 

6eon.- (196)  . 

Paquain's ,  s. :\Tortin's Is land.  



mainly t r o u t .  Then a h i t e f i s h  begin. A l s o  

ca tch  during season suckers, p i cke re l ,  perch, 

menominee and lawyers. Other ne t s  on eas t -  

e rn  shore take 2/3 t r o u t ,  1/3 whitefish.  S m  

l i f t  o f  ins ide  net .  All f i n e  f i sh ,  sorne 

p i c k e r e l  August 4, 1894, about the f irst  o f  

f a l l  run. Some very f i n e  perch, a l s o  a h i t e -  

fish ard t r o u t .  - (199-200) . 

----- Chambers' 9 L i t t l e  SJ.Nartin's I s l a r d .  

??early a l l  t r o u t .  - (201) . 

Leju ie ' s ,  lffear S t .  Martin 's  Poin t .  

Main ca tch  this year, t r o u t ,  some white- 

f i sh .  tiore t rout  than before,  less white- 

f i sh .  Begins t o  ca t ch  them about June 1. Suck- 

e r s  abundant all the time; a few s turceon  and a 

few perch;  and about Aups t  1 begin t o  ca t ch  

p ickere l .  June is the best  month for f i s h  

genera l l ,  and he r r ing  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  but only 

a few caught t h i s  gear. Fish s a l t e d  when 

ne c e s sar y . 
In  fall fishes menominee g i l l  n e t s  i n  2 

t o  20 f a t h o m .  



Too smll mesh a d  t o o  many g i l l  ne t s  are 

used and too many spawners a re  taken.-(202-204). 

The n e t s  a r e  s e t  about the  l a s t  of  May. 

Catch t rout  4 t  first,  l a t e r  a very few white- 

f i sh .  Formerly more whi te f i sh  were c a q h t .  

Season l a s t s  a l l  sunnner, but the n e t s  am 

taken out and cleaned i n  August and put  back 

aga in  e a r l y  i n  September. Along w i t h  the  
a 

t r o u t  i n  the f a l l  catches a few e x t r a  l a r g e  

whi te f i sh .  

The outs ide ne t s  a r e  the b e s t .  Catches 

a few he r r ing  i n  the  sp r ing  and f a l l ,  a l s o  

catches suckers,  perch and an  occasional  s t w  

geon. No p ickere l , .no  b.  bass. 

Generally s e l l s  fish f r e s h  t o  Orumpour 

a t  Mackinaw C i t y .  

SaJts some and s e l l s  t o  Tr?mpour.-(208). 

Hamel's, Strong's Is land Scamnon's 

Harbor. 

Catch mostly t r o u t ,  a fen whi t e f i sh  in  

the  shallower pounds, a few grass pike,  perch 

and a fer sturgeon. IT0 suckers,  no pickerel .  

(Bottom sand i n  shallow water,  mud in .deep  



water ) .  Hamel thinks he catches some planted 

r h i t e f  ish. 

S t o m s  do  not do much damage. Deep nets 

Nets are set  about May 1st. most p r o f i t a b l e .  

Very l i t t l e  f a l l  f i sh ing .  

The bes t  f i s h i n g  i n  June, J u l y  and August. 

This year corn. f i s h i n g  June 10, have 

caught about 8 tons o f  f i s h  a?d hope t o  ca t ch  

about as  much more. ( 7  ne t s ,  16 tons ) .  Las t  

year 9 n e t s ,  11 tons.  R o  tons t o  a ne t  a 

fa i r  catch.  

1881, 1882, 1883, very poor years. 

1884 very good ca tch  o f  poor whitefish. 

Whitefish good i n  1890, poor in 1892 and 1893. - 

(210-211). 

hfanSon'8, Search Bay. 

Main ly  suckers,  some whi te f i sh ,  t rout ,  

perch and occas ional sturgeon. - (205) 

hicKinnon's, Off Beaver Tail Poin t .  

A few whi t e f i sh  and trout.  i n  Spring; 

trout i n  f a l l ;  some sturgeon; no suckers,  

perch, pic!terel o r  black bass. Generally 

begin t o  ca tch  whitefish about June 10. Maw 



l a r g e  spawning t r o u t  i n  f a l l ,  60-500 lbs .  

Also a few ver;' l a r g e  whitefish, 12  t o  15 lbs.  

(211-213) 

Olmstead's, Albany Is land.  

Nets set  l a s t  o f  May, f i sh ing  began June 

A l l  season whi te f i sh  and trout about 1/2 1. 

and l/2. Inside ne t  bes t  l as t  season; out- 

side one th i s . - (214) .  

Various pounds near Detour. 

Mr. Thomas Sims of  his sons .get the f i s h  

f rom the  above mentioned pounds. S e l l  most 

of  them f r e s h  t o  Chicago market ,  some t o  De- 

t r o i t ,  and in the f a l l  send q u a n t i t i e s  o f  

t r o u t  t o  E r i e ,  Pennsylvania . 
The catch is mainly whitef ish.  Corn. 

about May 1st. Very few t rout ,  some p i c k e m l .  

Wall-eyed p ike  i n  August. 

Hets usually taken out i n  Au-st and 

cleaned and pu t  out aga in  September 1st. 

Sucker8 c a a h t  during the season. Perch, 

grass pike,  s turgeon and b. bass caught occa- 

sionally. 1lot much loss f rom stomas, a s  the 

ne t s  are usually out before  the fall storms 



come on.- (220-221) . 

Abear's, Near Duff ie ld  Is land. '  

Catch mainly whi te f i sh .  Met8 put  out  

about May 1st and corn. catching wh i t e f i sh  a t  

once. Get t r o u t  f o r  a f e w  days in  &y, then 

no more t i l l  f a l l .  

Nets taken out l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  June. Pal l  

season corn. October 1st. Catch p i cke re l ,  

g ra s s  pike,  sturgeon, muskallonge, perch and 

o thers .  Uo spawning f ish.  

F i sh  seem t o  have been i n  rought water, 

f i n s  frayed and broken, and they are caught 

up r i v e r  f irst  and i n  ne t s  f u r t h e r  south a t  

l a t e r  date8,  &c.,  ind ica t ing  movement down 

stream. Pounds ne t s  f i s h  from Detour are 

c a l l e d  inside ne t s  by the fishermen. G i l l  

n e t s  ou ts ide  and some pounds. Storms stir  xp 

the water anc c log  the ne t s  w i t h  moss, bark, 

e tc . ,  and d i s t r i b u t e s  sawdust over feeding 

grounds, so that fis?i a re  dr iven  away. Tfulo w- 

ing f i sh  o f f a l  i n  the lake is a l s o  harmf'ul t o  

the f i s h i n g  industry.  mot much win ter  f ish- 

ing* Ho se ine  f i sh ing .  IT0 t r o l l i n g  t o  



Dernslia's, Cedar Island. 

Mostly rrhitef i sh  and t r o u t  i n  Syring. 

A l s o  suckers,  sturgeon, p i cke re l ,  perch, 

her r ing ,  e t c . - (227) .  
L' 

Brooks ' , Bo is Blanc Is land.  

m i t e f i s l i  1/2, trout 1/2. Season com- 

mences about Ju ly  1, las t  about 3 weeks, but 

few a r e  being caught now.-(233). 

Catch of blorcan's pounds(l), 

Dmuranorrd Is land.  

T r o u t ,  w?i i tef ish,  sturzeon, wall-eyed 

p ike ,  crass p ike ,  perch, rock  bass,  black bass ,  

musltallonC;e, her r ing ,  menominee, suckers ,  mul- 

l e t ,  lawyer, suhfish,  dogfish,  occas iona l ly  

brook t r o u t .  Has cau;l;ht 13 kinds a t  one l i f t .  

(233-234) 



Morgan's, D r m o n d  Island. 

May 1 s t  begin t o  c a t c h  rhitefis!i in pound 

nets  up t o  July l s t ,  s c a t t e r i n g  f i sh  in  sum- 

mer. In the fall trout with a fer r!Iite- 

fish. With herring if small mesh nets are 

used.-(235-236). 



CATCH O F  GILL I E T S  --- LAIT, IfllROIT. 

(From notes of J. T .  Scovel l ,  1894, 

abs t r ac t ed  by R .  R.  Gurley). 

A l l en ' s ,  P o r t  Sani lac .  

Saw r a i s e d .  IJainly menominee, sheeps- 

head, p e r c h ,  t r o u t .  170 bass.-(36). 

Al len ' s ,  - a t  Forester .  

Saw ra i sed .  O n l y  menoninee, perch, 

lawyer, all of good s i z e  and condi t ion.  He 

had taken t r o u t ,  ah i t e f i s l i ,  her r ing ,  nusliallmge, 

and e e l s .  - (38) . 

S. E. Davis -- Fish  C O ' S ,  r eg ion  - 
Near Sand Beach. 
_I_- 

Reefs 30 miles IT. E. o f  Port Hope; mainly 

trout.  5 miles o f f  P o r t  Austin; wh i t e f i sh  

some t r o u t .  

Catch June 22, about 1/2 whi tef i sh ,  1/2 

t r o u t  On Por t  Hope 2nd Reef grounds durirg 

the seaaon, mainly t rou t .  Black bass a re  not 



foulid i n  the ne t s  a t  any time. Spaivr\,ing 

f i s h p r e  taken on a l l  grounds i n  l a r z e  numbers. 

Saw l i f t  a t  Port Austin. Only f i sh  o f  l z r g e  

s i z e  and good condi t ion were taken. Those 

not in  good condi t ion went i n to  waste barrel. 

G i l l  net  f i s h  not in  such good condi t ion as 

pound net f ish.  Fish shipped in  ice .  

Last yeai. ca tch  f o r  20 miles o f  ne t s  

fyom A p r i l  t o  January was about 30 tons. - (42 

45) 0 

Brown's, Sand Beach. 

Mainly t r o u t .  1 1 / 2  t o  2 l b s .  the small- 

e s t  caught i n  the r ecu la t ion  ne t s .  Bloats 

o r  moone:ics are of t en  caught i n  the mouth and 

o ther  small f i s h  sometimes tangle ,  but these 

form p r a c t i c a l l y  no p a r t  o f  the catch.-(49-50) .  

Some p i c k e r e l  (p ike)  a re  caught. Bass 

a r e  very seldom caught. The b l o a t s  found i n  

the n e t s  g r e  general ly  caught by the t ee th .  

The ne t s  would not hold ';hem otherwise.- 

(51-52) . 



Srnit!i's, - Sand Beach. 

Mainly t r o u t ,  sometimes w!?itefisl? and 

p i c k e r e l . - ( 5 3 ) .  

Eg l in ' s ,  - Sand Beach. 

P i cke re l ,  perch, sackers ,  lake minnovs, 

occasiu-mllg t r o u t ,  much l i g h t e r  tha:: f o r  

years.  

Inside f i s h i n g  bes t  spr ing  and s i m e r ;  

Zot  nucli in  fall. Herring ca tch  f a i l i n g .  

Trars the mirr cause. Trout and s t u r ~ e o n  

cauG!it with hooks,  but b a i t  is scarce and 

ice  hinders Wor!i.-(54-55). 

Larson 's ,  Sand Beach. 

Mainly perch and suckers,  a few p i c k e r e l  

XTo. 2, and occasional ly  t r o u t .  No herr ing ,  

very seldom bass; a small one in  net June 24. 

Most of f i s h  were seen a l i v e  and in  good con- 

d i t ion . - (55-56) .  

Leese's ,  P o r t  Hope. 

Trout and whitef ish,  usual ly  more t rou t .  



Think it would now be more p ro f i t ab le .  t o  catch 

her r ing  and perch i n  the Harbor; they a r e  more 

p r o f i t a b l e  nom than a t  any o ther  time. Herring 

can be caught a lnos t  any time. Fern f i s h  a r e  

caucht and there  is no s a l e  f o r  those caught. 

Saw ca tch  June 25. All i n  good condi- 

t i o n ;  1 a 30 lb. t rout . - (58-59) .  

Ca tch  o f  Osborne's G i l l  n e t s .  - 

From opening o f  naviga t ion  t o  June i n  

deep water, the ca tch  is main1;r t r o u t ,  very 

few other  f i s h .  June 1 t o  September 1 the 

ca tch  is about 2/3 whitef ish,  the balance t r u u t .  

September 1 t o  c lose o f  n a v i p t i o n  mainly 

t r o u t ,  only occasional whi te f i sh .  

F i sh  caught i n  g i l l  ne ts  a r e  usua l ly  

l a r g e r ,  wh i t e f i sh  averacing perhaps 3 ~)ounds ,  

some weighing 15. Trout average 6 pounds, an 

occasional indivic?ual weighizg 30 o r  more. 

The smallest i n  each case is about 2 pounds. 

Smaller f i s h  sometimes tanc lc  i n  the n e t ,  but 

no considerable  nmber  o f  f i s h  too small f o r  

market a r e  caught.-(65-66). 



Lounsber rz ' s ,  P o r t  - Xop e harbor. 

Nainly he r r ing ,  some perch.  Best c a t c h  

in  stormy weather as mater is too c l e a r . - ( 6 0 ) .  

Seve ra l  E i l l  n e t s  a t  P o r t  Aust in .  --- 

Mainly w h i t e f i s h  and t r o u t . - ( 6 8 ) .  

- Le Bahn's, & Sable .  

Spring,  mainly trout,  summer, 1/2 t rout ,  1/2 

w h i t e f i s h ,  f a l l ,  about a l l  t r o u t ;  very few 

w h i t e f i s h ;  a few p i c k e r e l ;  no b l ack  bass ;  

no s turgeon;  some times spawners. Trout just 

be;rond r e e f .  - (130) 

Masso's, & Sable .  

Spring,  t r o u t ;  s - m e r ,  t rou t  and white- 

f ish.  Good f eed ing  Sround f o r  t rou t  and 

w h i t e f i s h .  In  f a l l  c a t c h  trout. Trout and 

wl i i te f i sh  arc less abundant than  formerly.  

Th inks  mill r e f u s e  and raf ts  dr ive  fish away, 

covering up feedi-w and spawning grounds .- 1 (131) 



Perfiuson's,  & Sable. 

t r o u t .  S m e r ,  t rou t ,  

w h i t e f i s h .  F a l l ,  mostly t r o u t .  Take no 

bass, sometimes p i c k e r e l .  S e l l s  fresh t o  

Buffa%o F i s h  Co. About as many caught now 

w i t h  our b e t t e r  app l i ances  as ever.-(133-136).  

McCoy's, Toras Poin t .  

Whitefish and t r o u t ,  p r i n c i p a l l y  white- 

f i sh .  Thinks improved n e t s  ought t o  increase  

c a t c h  1/2 a t  l e a s t .  

c a t c h  have been gone about 17 years .  How 

more t r o u t  on. Trout p r  inc i p a l l y  . The 

change coming about g radua l ly  as  the lake 

bottom more f o u l  as t o  water  and bottom. He 

f e e l s  sure o f  the  cause . - (138) .  

Whitefish as a good 

b 

MCCOY ' s , Near Towas Poin t .  

(Outside edge of r e e f ,  30-38 fathoms, 

c layey,  muddy bottom, some sand on r e e f ) .  

Spring,  t r o u t ;  8~11~ller', m a i n l y  wh i t e f i sh  

(12-17 fathoms o f f  Towas Poin t ,  sandy bot tom) .  

Fal l ,  mainly t r o u t  (8-20 fathoms off P o r t  



Aust in)  . Shoal water i n  dark o f  moon; 

deeper water, l i g h t  o f  moon. 

Ze i rn  - & Bocke's. Same prounds a L  

Fermson.  

Ma inly t r o u t ,  some whi te f i sh .  - (140) . 

P o r t e r ' s ,  & Sable. 

Spring, t r o u t .  S m e r ,  t r o u t  and white- 

f ish.  F a l l ,  t rou t .  F ish  sen t  fresh t o  

D e t r o i t .  Thinks the hatchery p l an t ing  has 

increased the whi te f i sh  f o r  the t r a p  ne t s ,  but 

that they do n o t  show up t o  any p e a t  extent  

in the  g i l l  ne ts .  

bought s e n t  fresh t o  Det ro i t .  Whitef ish 

used t o  be ab-ant; but about 16 o r  17 years  

ago they began somewhat suddenly t o  decrease 

in numbers; s ince  t h a t  time the:' have not , 

been a good catch;  the t rou t  gradual ly  re- 

placing them. He thinks the grounds between 

H a r r i s v i l l e  and Towas Point  does not pi*oduce 

or y ie ld  t o  g i l l  ne t  fishermen more than 3 

tons of' wh i t e f i sh  per  year. The planted  

F ish  caught and f i s h  



do not seen t o  a f f e c t  the G i l l  net  catch a s  

ye t ,  but a r e  caught i n  t rap  ne ts .  Refuse 

o f  saw m i l l s  and from raf ts  o f  logs  tha t  a r e  

towed across  the lake s p o i l s  the whi te f i sh  

feedins  gr-ounds and dr ives  them ara:'. Think 

the t r o u t  and p i cke re l  do not ob jec t  t o  a 

l i t t l e  d i r t  occasional ly .  Sturgeon a r e  

g e t t i n g  very scarce  a s  compared w i t h  a few 

years p a s t .  Thinks much o f  t h e i r  s?awn is 

l o s t  by being washed up on the beach, as they 

spawn in very shallow water. The ground near 

Joseph Lixey's t r a p  ne t s  on M i l l e r ' s  Poin t  

is very good spawning ground f o r  whi te f i sh .  

Whitefish go down the Canadian shore and up 

the Michigan shore, formerly coming much c lose r  

t o  our shore. How the  ca tch  seen more from 

s c a t t e r e d  individuals  not f r o m  schools o r  rum.  

I n  spr ing  and f a l l  t r o u t  a r e  in  shal low water 

a s  s c a t t e r e d  individuals .  Fish seem t o  keep 

in  water of an even tennerature .  

Bonnev i l l e  ' s  , 13e ar - Alcona. 

Perch, sturgeon, p i l o t  fish, some t r o u t ,  

p i cke re l ,  mullet ,  sheepshead, c t c .  Most 

abundant, he r r ing -  3 other  g i l l  ne t s ;  



ca tch  l a r g e l y  p i l o t f  ish and herr ing.  F a l l  

ca tch ;  herr ing,  whitef ish,  p i l o t f i s h ,  perch, 

some t r o u t .  P i l o t f  ish and perch abundant 

during the gear ;  none a t  po in t  5 miles below. 

Bottom; c lay ,  some grave l . - (145) .  

XTortli P o i n t .  

Spring, mainly t r o u t ,  10 t o  1 2  miles  fran 

sl-ore. Surrpner, f a r t h e r  south,  8 t o  20 

fathoms, 1/2 t r o u t ,  1/2 whi tef i sh .  F a l l  

(September 30 t o  f reez ing)  mainly t r o u t ,  on 

sane grounds i n  10 t o  15 fathorns. Thence to  

l.Iorth Ground catching ma inly a h i t e f  i sh  i n  

6 t o  8 fathons.-(152-153). 

Lincoln ' s , A l p  e m .  

Spring, t r o u t ,  i n  30 t o  40 or even 50 

fathoms o f  water. Fis!iing near Big Reef, 

12 t o  40 miles o f f  shore and any p l ace  between 

Presque I s l e  and Towas Point .  

Summer, t rout ,  shallow water, 16 t o  25 

fathoms along edge o f  r e e f ,  shore t r o u t ,  some 

whitefish, a few sturgeon, no black bass. 



F a l l ,  shoa l  t r o u t  pawning ,  12 t o  16 

' fathoms.-(149).  

C lea ry ' s ,  Alpena. 

A t  p r e s e n t ,  t r o u t .  Spr inc  and s : m e r  

c a t c h  a1waL.s t rou t  i n  the  m i n .  F a l l  c a t c h  

former1;r w!i i?.ef ish, but this has gradual ly  

f a l l e n  o f f  u n t i l  t r o u t  has become most i'nport- 

a n t  f a l l  ca t ch ,  the  c a t c h  o f  the year .  W h i t e -  

f i s h  c a t c h  perhaps improved f o r  l a s t  4 o r  5 

yea r s ,  perhaps f r o m  p l a n t i n g .  

Spr ing  ca tch .  Trout i n  30 t o  35 fa thom 

of  water ,  some 18 t o  25 m i l e s  o f f  shore ,  

usually on a m u d  bot tom,  and sone c la im that 

those  t rou t  spawn i:i t h a t  mud i n  deep water .  

Summer ca t ch .  Shorc t rou t  i n  from 18 to . 

25 fathoms of  water a long  +,he ed[:e o f  t he  r e e f s .  

T!iese s p a n  along the silore in shoa l  mater.  

Fall ca tch .  Trout i n  1 2  t o  20 fathoms 

of water  on the  r e e f s  where t!iey go t o  s p a n .  

Trout come UT t o  spawn i>i the dark  o f  t h e  

moon. Trout ea t  b l o a t s .  Fish are i nd i f f e r -  

e n t  t o  ordinary t eWera tu res . - (156-159) .  



S m i t l l ' s ,  9 mile Poin t .  

Mainly trout and whitef'ish.-(154 ) .  

C o r l e t t ' s ,  Bo i s  Blanc Is land.  

Formerly used e x t e n s  i i r e !  ;- f r o m  t:iis p o r t  

and .in t!?is l o c a l i t y  a l o n g  the deer na+,er 

channels lead ing  t o  tile Lzke, eveii in to  10 

fathon water. F o m c r l y  caught na in ly  w ! i i t e -  

f i sh ,  nov mainly t r o u t ,  and few w!iitef'ish i n  

the s p r i n g .  - (l '?la) . 

Paquet te ' s  till ne t s ,  1?ear Point  

A u  Sable. - 

About 3 1/2 inch nesh, catches wh i t e f i sh  

sp r ing  and f a l l  and soae t rou t  i n  about 100 

f e e t  o f  water,  and menominee i n  f r o m  20 t o  

80 f e e t  of  water i n  the c!lannel o f f  Poin t  

Sable.-(181). 

Paque t t e ' s ,  i.iouth of Cheboygan River. 

Whitefish,  p ike ,  p i cke re l ,  muskallonce, 

sucker,  mullet, c a t f i s h ,  perch, e e l s ,  r o c k  bws, 



black bass, menominee, lawyer, sheepshead, 

b l o a t ,  e t c .  Whi te f i sh  and t rou t  s o l d  f resh,  

herriw salted.-(181). 

Paqua in ' s ,  2. IEnace region.  

F i s h e s  f o r  nenominee i n  f a l l .  Catches 

:IO spawning fish, no black bass o r  smll  fish.  

Generally s e l l s  f i s h  fresh. T h i s  season 

s a l t e d  some f o r  Chicago.-(201-202). 

O l m s  t ead I s , Albany I s l and .  

Duriw f a l l  i n  6 t o  20 fathoms o f  water 

as tr-out come in  t o  spawn. L i f t  as o f t e n  

as p o s s i b l e .  Fish remain good 5 o r  G days 

i n  f a l l . - ( 2 1 5 ) .  

- 9 -  S i n s '  O f f  Drurnnond I s l and .  

Trout i n  10 t o  15 fathoms. L a t e r  o n  the  

shoa l ,  spawning t r o u t ,  and a few apawning 

wh i t e f i sh .  - (221)  



Grondrin's, Uear S t .  Ignace. 

The Grondrin'e f i s h  g i l l  ne t s  sometimes in 

from 15 t o  20 fathoms o f  water. 1Jets o f  4- 

inch nesh. They have 10 30-lead ne ts .  Both 

Binds o f  ne t s  get good f i s h  o f  about the same 

k i n d  and quant i ty .  Good ca t ch  l a s t  year.  

This year not near ly  as good. 

The bottom is sandy and clayey, s t a r t i n g  

the s t r i n g  just outs ide  a rocky r e e f .  In- 

s i d e  the  r e e f  the bot tom is muddy. 

The gill ne t s  take white.fish and t r o u t  

in  about equal quant it  ies .  - (191-192) 

h f o r ~ n ' s ,  Drurrxnond Island. 

Nets a r e  put out  about May lst . ,  cleaned 

up i n  August and put out aga in  September 1st. 

The season c loses  about October 15. The 

Idorgans and o thers  f ish under the ice  w i t h  

g i l l  ne t s ,  catching whi te f i sh  during win ter  

up t o  l a s t  o f  February, then t r o u t  t i l l  middle 

o f  March.-(235-236) 



Hamel's, Strongs Is land.  

Fall f i s h e s  a few n e t s ;  ca tch  t r o u t ;  

depth 6 t o  20 f e e t .  1Tot a whi te f i sh  spawniw 

ground. Apparently a good feeding ground. 

Trout spawn on r e e f s  j u s t  ou ts ide  Hamel Fishery 

in  the fall. - (21:) . 

McKinnon's, Off - Beaverta il -- P o i n t .  

9 Spring i n  45 t o  50 fathoms. Fall 6 t o  

16  f e e t  taking spawners. October 1893, 1 

30 f t .  net  t o o  $250. worth o f  l a r g e  t r o u t ,  i n  

two weeks , se l l s  most f i s h  f r e sh ,  s a l t s  when 

ne c e s s a  rj- . 

Olmstead's, Si7ectacle Reef. 

M a i n l y  tyout . - (240) .  

Swartz - eC Damson's, Aroaxd Detour. 

Spring and surmer in  20 t o  60 fathoms, 

catch mainly t r o u t ,  some whi te f i sh ,  and bloats 

o r  l o x  jaws. H e r r i x  -- the b loa t  o r  noon- 

eye  -- and other  f i s h  are sometimes caught i n  



the net. C a t c h  is gene ra l ly  s o l d  f r e s h .  

F i s h  T l a n t i n g  seerw t o  be i n c r e a s i n z  tile catch 

o f  t he  pounds.  - (237-238) . 

Jones ' , N e a r  Spec tac l e  Reef. - 

Mainly t r o u t ;  dee? aa t e r  o r  buckski2 

t r o u t ,  wl;ic!i i s  pot  gu t t ed  and ? a l e  i n  c o l o r .  

These a r e  taken  ir: s?r.inG i n  50 o r  GO fathoms. 

I n  f a l l  i n  10 o r  15 fatiions o r  less 

* 

catc1:ing s1ioal t r o u t  l a r g e r  and d a r k e r  and 

xore  s y m e t r i c a l . - ( 2 3 9 ) .  



GILL :SETS --- LA;% JWEOIT. 

'2II.E OUT; CO!mITIOlT OF FISH. 

(Prom notes o f  J .  T.  Scovell ,  1894. 

Abstracted b y  R .  R .  Gurley). 

If' cau.@it by tlie mouth o r  tlie body a fish 

rnay l i v e  severa l  days; i f  by c i l l s ,  but a 

s l io r t  time. If water be c o o l  may remain 

marketable 4 o r  5 days. Many a r e  marketed 

a f t e r  5 o r  6 days i n  : iets.-(Capt.  Williax 

Hurkett ,  Sand Beach, 4 4 ) .  

Fish  caught by neck o r  G i l l s  mag drown 

quickly,  but in  c o l d  w ~ t e r  remain iizrketaSle 

3 o r  4 days. If cau@it by t e e t h  ma:' l i v e  far 

days.-(Hunter ~2 Sons, Sand Beach, 5 2 ) .  

Leaves ne t s  out 2 o r  3 nights .  F ish  

xarke tab le  a f t e r  4 days i n  cold water, but i n  

warm water o n l :  1 o r  2 da:-s.-(Aug-ust Leese, 

P o r t  Hope, 5 9 ) .  

F i s h  caught b7 the g i l l s  d i e  wi th in  a 

few hours; those caught by body may l i v e  fo r  

days. Death is hastened by dis turbance o f  

ne ts  by s torms .  Af te r  death,  i n  c o l d  water, 

f i s h  w i l l  rena in  marketable 4 o r  5 days, i n  



warmer mater as  l o ~ g  as 3 days. Some fis!i 

a r e  wasted 01 account o f  p reven t ion  o f  v i s i t -  

ing  o f  n e t s ,  by s torms ,  say  perhaps 10 p e r  

boat p e r  season.  G i l l  n e t  f i s h  are not i n  

as good c o n d i t i o n  as pound n e t  f i sh ,  but yie ld  

the  same p r i c e ,  be ing  of more uniform and 

d e s i r a b l e  s i z e  and b e t t e r  s p e c i e s  mainly white- 

and t r o u t . - ( I .  s .  Osborn, P o r t  Austin, 67-68). 



CATCH OF FYKES --- LAKE HUROXT. 

(From n o t e s  o f  J .  T. S c o v e l l ,  1894, 

( A b s t r a c t e d  by R .  R .  Gurley) . 

S m i t h ' s ,  Sand Beach. 

Sometimes a zood c a t c h  o f  s u c k e r s  and 

p e r c h . - ( 5 4 ) .  

Laveno ' s ,  Hear Bay - P o r t .  

Xa in ly  b l a c k  b a s s ,  only o c c a s i o n a l l y  

s w k e r s ,  p e r c h ,  eCc.-(96). 

Row and Seip's, Bay P o r t .  -- 

Mainly c a t f i s h ,  p e r c h ,  b l a c k  bass, rock 

bass, s u c k e r s . - ( 3 4 ) .  

B r i t t  & Lrobdale 's ,  Hear Bay Port. 

Mainly p e r c h ,  p i c k e r e l ,  p i k e ,  rock  bass,  

suckers ,  c a t f i s h  and an o c c a s i o n a l  b l a c k  bass .  

( 9 6 )  



M i l l e r ' s ,  H e i s t e m a n n ' s  Island. 

Perch,  Grass p ike ,  suckers ,  r o c k  bass, 

so3e black bass, sone c a t f i s h ,  mullet, &c.- 

(98) 

Evan's,  !;ear IAoufh Shebeon Creek . 
Perch, suckers ,  bu l lheads ,  c a t f i s h ,  r o c k  

bass, p i c k e r e l ,  p i k e  and o+,hers . - (93) .  

P i t t e n g e r ' s  fgkes, rJ. 3. 4, 
- -  Sec. 16,  2. 2 g., E. 16 17. 

C a t f i s h ,  perch,  suckers ,  a few bass.-(39) a 

Girard's, &. 28 - - 9 - E. 

Perch,  p ike ,  dogf i sh ,  bullheads, black 

bass, e t c .  Perch y i e l d  best just a f t e r  

spawning season.  - (100). 



CATCH OF CRAIG AIID LA!TG'S SEINES, 

LAKE HURON. 

(Scovi l le  and R i d g e l y ' s  Notes, 1894) .  

Seining begins about May 1, and continues 

through May and June, sometimes through J u l y  

and A u g u s t ,  al though there  is l i t t l e  p r o f i t  

in l a t t e r  months, June being the bes t .  Durirg 

these months ca t ch  is  s turgeon a-d ra l l - eyed  

pike,  c a l l e d  p i cke re l ,  about h a l f  and h a l f .  

Also a few herring, suckers,  sheepshead, rock 

bass, l ake  minnows, mulle t ,  &c., but not i n  

q u a n t i t i e s  t o  a f f e c t  catch.  Watched se ine  

seve ra l  hauls.  Sheepshead, suckers,  rock 

bass thrown back o r  given to poor. Saw no 

fish meshed not l a rge  enough to s e l l  as 2d ' s .  

Fishing claim they never see spawnirg or 

nes t ing  bass on the gravel  s e in ing  bottom; 

cause assigned, t o o  s w i f t  cur ren t  (7 miles 

p e r  hour). About once an hour haul for 

, sturgeon and p i c k e r e l  a t  night ;  during the day 

f o r  he r r ing  i n  the fall .  Nine-tenth8 of  catch 

mrketable. 

If any, f i s h  

Remainder turned baek a l i v e ,  fer, 

large o r  small k i l l e d  i n  seine.  



8 

September begin t o  seine for herring. 

Catoh none but marketable fish. East w i n d s  

increase, westerly decrease catch. In muddy 

water pickerel and sturgeon can be caught in 

daytime. During July and August f i s h  thought 

to migrate to deeper and cooler water.-(4-6). 



NOTES - 017 FISHES. --- - UKB HURON. 

( F r o m  notes of J. T. Scovel l ,  1894, Abstract& 

by R. R. Rurley). 



WHITEFISH --- LAKE HURO13. 

NUMBERS & SIZES. 

(From notes of J. T. Scovell ,  1894. 

Abstracted by R. R. Gurley). 

Whitef ish form 1/6 o f  e n t i r e  catch.-(Peter  

Lassen, P o r t  Huron, 22). 

Perhaps a l i t t l e  more scanty.-(Rice & 

White, Lexington, 32). 

lJumbers great17 reduced; t howht  due t o  

overf ishiw, espec ia l ly  i n  spawning time. TIE 

menominee is a spawn e a t e r  l i k e  the sturgeon, 

sucker and mullet.-(James Perkinson, F o r e s t v i l l e ,  

40) 

nearly a l l  gone. Formerly as many white- 

f i sh  as t r o u t  were taken; nor only  a fer.- 

(Albert Brown, Sand Beach, 48) .  

Some Whitefish are caught.- (Hunter & Som, 

Sand Beach, 51-52). 

Whitefish are more abundant in  fa l l  

s888on which begins about September 15. 

under 1 lb. if i n  good condi t ion are thrown 

Fish 

back.-(James Reeve8, Near Caaeville, 7 6 ) .  

Whitefish form 1/2 of the  aprlng aatch 



and 2/3 o f  the f a l l  catch. 

good season.-(Louis Trudell ,  Bay C i t y ,  78, lll- 

Last f a l l  was a 

112) 

Whitefish seem t o  be increasing in  n-ambers 

l a t e  years by t he  growth of p lan ted  f i s h .  

Ver;r few perch or  p i l o t  fish a r e  c a w h t .  

P i l o t  o r  f r o s t  f i s h  or lake minnow sturgeon 

blbod in  water seems t o  d r i v e  o ther  s turgeon 

away.- (James B. Henderson, Sturgeon Poin t ,  144). 

Whitefish was f o r z r l y  the  g rea t  catch;  

comenced f a l l i n g  o f f  some 20 years ago, tjut 

has been improving las t  5 years.  P l an t ing  

doubt less  e f f e c t  this r e s u l t  somewhat. Does 

know food.  Mill re fuse ,  bark, e t c . ,  may have 

had some e f f e c t ,  b u t  m i n  c m s e  o f  f tecrease 

over f i sh ing ,  they having been caught o f f ,  

destroyed, not dr iven  away. Stop f i s h i n g  ard 

in 5 years whi te f i sh ,  t rou t  e t c . ,  w i l l  be as 

p l e n t i f u l  a s  ever.-(David Lincoln, Alpena, 149- 

150) 

Whitef ish a r e  caught in  traps along s!iore 

and in  g i l l  ne ts .  Those fi-orn t r aps  a r e  

u s u a l 1 : r  l a r g e r .  They lead but seem not t o  

g i l l .  Whether they d i f f e r  merely i n  age, 

s i z e  and hab i t s ,  o r  whether t he re  18 a more 

pronounced d i f f e rence  cannot t e l l . -  (James 
c\carr r S b - r P Q .  



Caspar Alpern, Alpem. 

Up t o  1881 o r  1882 whi t e f i sh  were plenty,  

then scanty t i l l  about Uovenber 1, 1889, when 

f o r  a few dags they were a s  plenty  as ever,  

but a b ig  storm drove them away and they have 

never been back i n  si ich numbers a t  any time 

s ince.  Thinks that the main cause o f  t h e i r  

l eav ing  the !Jorth Gram' was the f a c t  t ha t  i n  

the f a l l  of 1882 severa l  miles  of ne t s  wel l  

f i l l e d  w i t h  f i s h  were l o s t  i n  a s t o r m  on the 

grounds, and that the decaying f i s h  and t r i n e  

and associated rubbish drove the f i s h  away, 

and t h a t  i n  1889 the grounds had so f a r  clear- 

ed up that the f i s h  cane back, but t h a t  s ince  

then s torms  have yrevented t h e i r  coming in to  

those waters a t  the spawning season. 

Trap ne t s  as a r u l e  ca tch  l a r g e r  white- 

f i s h  than g i l l  ne t s  and ca tch  the- l a te r  i n  

the  season. 

Mr. Alpern thinks there  has been but lit- 

t l e  diminution of  whi te f i sh  -- o n l y  dr iven  

away from t h i s  l o c a l i t y  b y  fou l ing  the bottom 

and water of the  lake by saw m i l l  r e f b e ,  

sewage o f  towns, &c. He thinks the bark 

f r o m  rafts i n  Georgian Bay is d r i v i n g  out 



the wh i t e f i sh  from that bay, and they are 

coming back t o  t h i s  l o c a l i t y  a s  the ground 

c l e a r s  up. . 

In  Alpena B a g  wh i t e f i sh  a r e  usually small ; 

a t  Sturgeon Point ,  25 miles south, general ly  

la rge .  One season (1887) there  were l a r g e  

whi te f i sh  a t  Xorth Eoint.-(Caspar Alpern, 

Alpem, 157-162). 

The ca t ch  began t o  diminish some 10 o r  

12 years ago. The main cause f i s h i n g  w i t h  

small  1 ~ 6 h  net  so t ha t  young f i s h  a r e  de- 

s t royed,  a secondary cause, fou l ing  the b o t t m  

covering up t h e i r  feeding grounds w i t h  saw- 

dust  and ofhe r re fuse  o f  l ogs  and saw m i l l s ,  

and in  t h i s  l o c a l i t y  perhaps the foul water 

from the  tannery nay have an e f fec t . - (C.  E. 

C o r l e t t ,  Bois Blanc Island, p r .  171-171a). 

Whitefish began t o  gradually decrease 

about 10 years ago, improved f o r  l as t  4 years  

t i l l  t h i s  year.  Fa i lu re  due t o  over f i sh ing  

w i t h  smal) mesh, throwing o f f a l  i n t o  lake ,  

saw m i l l  r e fuse  foulinG bottom, etc.-(Maynard 

C o r l e t t ,  Rogers C i t y ,  173). 

Thinks wh i t e f i sh  ca tch  is growing smaller 

beceuse the  young are c a q h t  i n  small meshed 



n e t s ,  because spawning f i s h  are caught, and 

spawn destroyed,  because bark and sawdust 

cover many feeding grounds.-(J.  C. Chambers, 

S t .  Ignace, 1 8 7 ) .  

A t  Port Crescent caught 63  whi te f i sh  that 

weighed 800 pounds. O f t  the average white- 

f i s h  would go 11 f i s h  to  the hundred pouqds. 

Large f i s h  spawn early. Whitef ish c a l l e d  

bobocks. - (Abear & Son, Duff i e l d  Is land,  229- 

230) 



WHITEFISH - - -  LAKE WROIT.  

FOOD;  FEEDTITG HABITS,&C. 

(From notes  of' J. T. Scovel l ,  1S94. 

Abst rac ted  by  R .  R. Gui*le:r). 

Feed on w o r m .  O f f  Poxat Aus t in  mainly 

m;zd b o t t o m ,  good f e e d i w  r;rounci for whitef ish,  

but not as good spawniry: gx-ound as grave l . -  

( C a r t .  W i l l i a r n  Hurket t ,  Sand Beach, 4 6 ) .  
Fend on 

,Sanct;r Bottom i n  8 t o  16 fathons. They 

e a t  vorns, a kind haviq ;  i! sucking d i s k  a t  

each ex t remi ty ,  -*:hick; a re  found i n  g r e a t  num- 

beys on the  f i s l i  a i d  n e t s . - ( I .  S .  Osborn, Port  

Osborn, 70)  

Mollusks, water buss,  flies, p e r h a p s  pen11 

s ~ a w n  and sone algae. Food, so:-,etims p e r c h  

srawn, worms, shell fish,  e t c .  Whitef is11 used 

t o  corne int,o t h e  !no-.it:i o r  t!:e Kaukatllin River, 

but i t  is nciN s o  f o u l  t!ie;r shun t he  neichbor- 

hood.-(Louis Trudell, Bay C i t y ,  78-79, 111-112). 

F l i e s ,  s n a i l s  and w o r m s ,  Gut knows l i t t l e  

of' the i r  f e e d i w  habi ts . - (G.  3. Pemiman, 113). 

The gro-;mcZs seen good xhi t  ef ish and trout 

feeding grounds. Whitef ish eat  shrimps, woms ,  

etc.-(John Herrick, Au Sable  Point, 126). 



Whitefish seem t o  want clean water and 

b o t  t o m .  Eat worms and s!ugimps. Suckers, 

sturgeon, e t c . ,  e a t  the spawn.-(Cart. J. W. 

Ferguson, 134) .  

Doesn't know food.  IJot very many 

whitef ish where there  a re  many wo. mns . o r  worm- 

l i k e  sxckers(David Lincoln, Alpena, 149-150) .  

P r inc ipa l ly  on worms. Feed o n  clay o r  

mud bottom.-(Maynard Corle. , t ,  Rogers C i t ; r ,  

173). 

Has found worms i.-- w!iitefish without a 

doubt.-(Anthony Hamel, Henrel 's  Poin t ,  211) .  

Around Albany Island is a good feeding 

ground f o r  whitef ish.  The best  feeding 

ground f o r  them is a muddy bottom.-(A. R. 

Olmstead, Albany Island, 215). 

Feed on mud bottom.-(Albrecht, Detour, 

241) 

Thinks whitef ish e a t  sinal1 snail, f i s h ,  

worms and o the r  things found on muddy o r  clayey 

bottoms.-(Abe Gondreau, West Moran Bay, 246) .  

Thinks main food of whi te f i sh  is  the woms 

so abundant on the bottoms where the  whitef ish 

seem t o  feed. Has seen them i n  a near ly  

v e r t i c a l  p o s i t  ion apparently ga ther ing  food 

from the bot tom-(Calv in  Adms, West hloran's 



WHITEFISH - - -  LAKE HURON. 

SPAQR?II?G; TIE.03, BOTTOM, &C.  

(From no te s  of J. T. Scovei l ,  1894. 

Abs t rac ted  by R. R. Gurley).  

Spawn when the snow f i r s t  f l i e s .  Then 

caug!it 17 abundance.-(Geo. A. Allen ,  P o r t  

S a n i l a c ,  35) .  

Spawn i n  5 t o  10 fathoms usually on  rociq7 

bot tom.-(I .  S. Osborn, P o r t  Aus t in ,  6 9 ) .  

Spawn when' f i rs t  snow flies. Season 

should be c losed  from Septenber  1 t o  January 1. 

Taken spawning t h e  l a s t  o f  1iovember.- 

( L o u i s  T rude l l ,  Bay C i t y ,  7 8 ) .  

Have seen  a few spawning w h i t e f i s h ,  but 

usually pull them ou t  before  they begin t o  

sparn.-(Gil l inghanl  Bros., Bag P o r t ,  86 )  

Never take  sDawning whi te f i sh  as before  

they spawn have t o  take  n e t s  ou t . - (Louis  Dube;., 

Bay P o r t ,  91-92). 

L i t t l e  C h a r i t i e s  I s l and  is surrounded by 

w h i t e f i s h  spawning p o u n d s ,  and they are caught 

there in g r e a t  numbers du r ing  the  l a t t e r  

p a r t  o f  November when r i p e  w i t h  spawn.-(Lonis 

Trudell, Kaukaulin River ,  111-112). 

Y 



Miller 's  Point beds are good spawni:ig 

grounds f o r  wh i t e f i sh . -  (Lixey  ZC Sons, Millelm's 

P o i n t ,  1 2 9 ) .  

(Whi te f i sh)  s p a w i i x  ;rounds 112~~3  rocky  

bo t tom and s!iallov water.-(Maynard C o r l e t t ,  

173) 

Spawn on hard bottorn.-(Albrecllt,  Detour, 

241) 



WHITEFISH --- LAKE HURON. 

RESULTS OF PLAZTTING . 
(From notes  o f  J. T. Scovell ,  1894. 

Abstracted b:’ R .  R. Gurley). 

This spring, while r a i s i n g  pots, saw grcat  

numbers o f  small whi tef i sh  escaping. Thinks 

they are tjlose planted. Think whi te f i sh  

planted by S t a t e  and U. S. Commission now be- 

ing caught along west shore o f  Saginaw Bay.- 

( R :  L. Gillihgham, Bay C i t y ,  31). 

Whitefish appear . to  be coming back a s  

t h e  water rests; l s u t  not, f rom plant ing.-  

(Louis D-Jbey, Bay P o r t ,  91 -92) .  

Thinks he catches planted whi te f i sh .  

Showed us several small f i s h  lie thought were 

such.- ( A l e x .  Hepburn, !Tort11 Point). 

Not such Good r e s u l t s  from p lan t ing  

whi te f i sh  as  f a r  a s  g i l l  ne t s  are concerned. 

If well planted  and t r aps  used l a r g e r  mesh, 

there  would soon be good fisliinc again i f  

Lake  was clean.-(James AIcCog, T o w a s  P o i n t ) .  

see8 goo6 e f f e c t s  o f  p l a n t i n g  whi te f i sh .  

They are more p l e n t i f u l  and a r e  gettin!: l a rger  .- 



Tliin!!:s .:.liitef ish rlarzting a good th ing  

and valuable  $0 fisi1er-n.- (3'. D .  Mosso, 

Au Sable, 132) 

Thinks the hatchery p l an t ing  has increased 

the wh i t e f i sh  f o r  the tra:, n e t s ,  but t h a t  they 

do no? show up t o  any g r e a t  ex ten t  i n  the 

g i l l  ne ts .  Whitefish used t o  be abundant 

but about 16  o r  1 7  years  ago they beean some- 

what suddenly t o  decrease i n  numbers; s ince  

that time the:r have not' been a good catch;  

the t r o u t  gradually rep lac ing  them. He thinks 

the grounds bctweerz H a r r i s v i l l e  and Towas Point  

does not produce o r  y i e l d  t o  g i l l  ne t  f i she r -  

men more than 3 t ons  o f  wliitefis!i p e r  year. 

The p lan ted  a ! i i t e f i sh  do not seem t o  a f f e c t  

the g i l l  net ca tch  a s  ye t ,  but a r e  c a T q h t  i n  

t r a p  ne ts .  Refuse o f  saw xiills anefrom rafts 
. 

o f  logs t h a t  a r e  towed a c r o s s  the lake s p o i l s  

the wh i t e f i sh  feeding &rounds and d r i v e s  them 

away.-(Chas. Po r t e r ,  A u  Sable, 141-142). 

Fish p l a n t i n g  would :riel& p o d  r e s u l t s  if' 

the :roung f i s h  could be saved from t he  h e r r i w  

b a r r e l  . I n  her r ing  season h e r r i n c  n e t s  do 

not take gmall whitef ish.  I t  is  not necessary 



t o  take them. -Maynard Corle t t ,  near Rogers 

C i t y ,  173-174) 

Thinks p l an t ing  has been a g rea t  benef i t  

t o  t h i s  region,  a s  the catch was nearl:r gone 

when p lan t  in6 commenced and has gradunll;r 

increased.-(Thorns Sivis, Detour ,  222) .  

The whi te f i sh  catch has improved .?or 

l a s t  5 years t i l l  t ' i is  year. P l an t ing  f r y  

has helped this region. The good run f o l l o w  

i n g  b rea l c ix  up o f  i c e  l a s t  about 6 weeks. 

F a l l  catc!i not very flood.- (Perry Olmstead, 

Trout I s land ,  225). 



WIIITEFISH -- LAKE HURON. 

HABITS, MOVEMEITTS , BOTTOh4 FREQUENTED, &C 

(Fron.notes  o f  J .  T. Scovell ,  1894. 

Abstracted by R .  R .  Gurley). 

Whitefish i n  f a l l  seem t o  be s c a t t e r e d  

o r  wandering individuals ,  not the xa in  school 

o r  run of  f i sh .  But i n  t h e  spr ing  the 

(Pelltey 8: Country, near Towas L ich t ;  123) .  

Wliitefisli go down the Canadian shore and 

up the hIichiga3 shore, f o m e r l y  coming mucli 

c l o s e r  t o  our  shore. Xow the  catch seen 

more sca t t e red  ind iv idua ls ,  not f rom schools 

o r  runs.-(Cllas. Po r t e r ,  near A u  Sable;  143). 

Whitefish and t rou t  seldom together ,  one 

corniw i n  a8 o the r s  go out .  If a man r a n t s  

to take he r r ing  r equ i r e  h i m  t o  have a s p e c i a l  

her r ing  n e t .  He is not l i k e l y  t o  ca tch  small 

whi tef i sh  during the  he r r ing  season and l a r g e  

meshed ne t s  shoulc? be used a t  o the r  8eaeons.- 

(praffk Frank Brannock, Bois Blanc Is land;  177) . 
Fish  genera l ly  move w i t h  w i n d  OF curren t  

Whit.efish feed on mud bottom. Spawn on sand 

bottom.-(Albrecht, Detour; 241) 

'. 



James Cleary, Alpena. 

Around Middle Island and extending south- 

e a s t e r l y  there  is a r ee f  o f  porous o r  honey- 

comb r o c k  which forms what is  c a l l e d  the  

Horth Grounds. To these grounds whitef ish 

come in  the f a l l  i n  g rea t  numbers t G  spawn, 

and s c a t t e r e d  individuals  may be found there  

a t  almost any season o f  the year. There has 

been no big f i sh ing  on these  grounds f o r  the 

l a s t  12 years,  except i n  the f a l l  o f  1889, 

when they appeared on these grounds in  grea t  

numbers f o r  a few days, two small r i g s  tak ing  

grea t  quant it ies .  The water is q u i t e  

shallow and a storm soon d r i v e s  the f i s h  away. 

Whitef ish a r e  perhaps 16 of the 

ca tch  f o r  the year, and the propor t ion  is 

lncreas  ing. - (159-161) . 



Charles E. Cor le t t ,  Bois Blanc Island. 

The bottom in  t h i s  reg ion  is l a r g e l y  

muddy or  c l a y e y ,  and the s h e l l  f i s h  o r  

mollusks of such grounds seem t o  be a food 

r e l i s k e d  by the whi te f i sh ,  and they come 

up f’rom Lakes Huron and Michigan t o  feed on 

these  grounds and are  caught while feeding.  

T h i n k s  the f i s h  came up from the lakes  as the  

ne t s  below on e i t h e r  s i d e  g e t  the f i s h  a l i t -  

t l e  e a r l i e r  than  he does. 

When whi t e f i sh  a r e  in  t h i s  reg ion  they 

a r e  over m u d d y  o r  clayey bottoms i n  deep water 

channels. They m a y  move near the sur face  

of  the water w i th in  6 to 10 feet of i t ,  but 

with deep not shoal water under then, but i n  

spawning time they go on t o  shallow rocky 

bottoms. Whitefish come i n  g rea t  numbers, 

s t a y  5 or 6 weeks and go away. It is o n l y  

2 o r  3 days f r o m  the time the first ones are 

caught t i l l  the whole s c h o o l  seem t o  be on 

the ground and they leave j u s t  a s  promptly.-  

( C .  E. C o r l e t t ,  Bois Blanc Island, pp. 171- 

171a) 



Sandy, grave l ly  O Y  stony.-(78-79). 

Whitefish a r e  t i m i d .  Usually outs ide ,  

Sometimes i n  any still water the ins ide ,  ne t s  

a r e  the bes t .  A good wind t o  s t i r  thern up 

makes ca t ch  b e t t e r .  Some wliitefis!i a r e  caught  

i n  February, March and during most  o f  winter,  

but aboyt A p r i l  1, they begin t o  f a l l  o f f ,  ard 

l a t e r  i n  June auld Ju ly  the pounds begin t o  

ca tch  whitefish.-(D. A .  Trumpour, Mackinaw 

C i t y ;  186). 

Whitefish feed on  m d  bot tom.- (Joh?  

McKinion, Beaver ta i l  Po in t ,  213). 

Whitefis!i a r e  abundant f o r  3 o r  4 weeks 

e a r l y  i n  the season; then seem t o  go away, 

t o ,  he thinks,  Georgian Bay. Catch d h i n i s h e s  

during season, few being caught i n  f a l l .  The 

e a r l y  caught whi te f i sh  have frayed and broken 

fins as though they had been in  r a p i d s  o r  

rowh water,  perhaps m y  have come down r i v e r . -  

(Thornas Sims, Detour, 221). 

Is very s w e  that whi te f i sh  move only 

or  mainly from deep, t o  shall’or water and-back 

again. If pounds were 4 inch nesh whitef iph 

would soon be as abundant as ever.-(G. E. 

Thompson, Mackinaw City; 243). 



Abear -- & Son, Duffield Island. 

The whi te f i sh  go w i t h  the  r i n d  and current  

so that it is hard t o  loca t e  them. F ish  move 

up the  r i v e r  i n  the deep channel i n  win ter  a d  

along the shoa ls  southward, &c., i n  e a r l y  spr ing .  

IJo spawners caught here. Whitefish caught i n  

e a r l y  sp r ing  d id  not spawn the f a l l  before.  

hlorgan & Son, Drummond Island. 

Trout  a r e  speared in  shallow water i n  

winter .  Think the wh i t e f i sh  move m a i n l y  f r o m  

shallow t o  deel: vater and back again, w i t h  

l i t t l e  o r  no movement up o r  down shore. They 

a re  in  deep water i n  win ter ,  coming in to  shal- 

low water i n  March and April.-(235-236). 

Charles Bowd im, Mack i n a w  cite. 

The wh i t e f i sh  season i n  the r eg ion  of 

Cheboygan comences about June 10, while 

about Waugoshanee i t  commences about J u l y  1st. 

The good season only lasts about t h ree  

weeke, after which only a few whi t e f i sh  a re  

caught The go in to  deep water t o  feed, 

then into shallow r a t e r  to sFawn, then  into 

deep Welter far winter. 
L 



The f i s h  seem t o  be moving restnard.-(242-243).  *+ a/tc 3 u ( d A = d d % f ~ e  &/ 
f rom June 1 to J u l y  15, and Poin t  E 'Poufet te  

June 1 t o  Auppst 1. Before t h a t  time trout 

a r e  caumt After  J u l y  15 and August 1 small 

q u a n t i t i e s  o f  trout and whitef ish.  About 

October 1 t r o u t  in abundance f o r  m o t h e r  5 

weeks, then wh i t e f i sh  come in  and trout becom 

l e s s  abundant. Fishermen a l o i x  c o a t s  th ink  

whi te f i sh  move west i n  shallow water e a r l y  i n  

season (June 1 t o  August 1) ; then in to  deep 

water and eastward. A l s o  think they move 

th rough  the s t r a i t s  in to  Lake Michigan.- 

(Louis Gondreau, -258-259). 

Whitefish do not now come i n  any numbers 

wi th in  8 miles o f  the r i v e r  mouth. -(113). 

Think f i s h  move west*.ard along the s!iallow- 

e r  water i n  the  sFring,  moving eastward i n  the 

deeper water during the summer. Others think 

movement m a i n l y  from deep t o  shallow water,  

d i f f e r e n t  d a t e s  o f  appearance beinc d le not 

t o  movement a l o q  shore but t o  a d i f f e rence  

i n  time o f  a b i l i t y  t o  f ind food i n  d i f f e r e n t  

l o c a l i t i e s  o r  d i f f e r e n t  times o f  breaking of  

ice.-(246-247). 



MIXOMTIIEES -- LAKE HURON. 

(Fron notes o f  J. T. Scovell ,  1894.  

Abstracted by R .  R.  Gurley) . 

Menominee, stomach contained an  abundance 

o f  spawn.-(G. A .  Allen, P o r t  Sani lac ,  36). 

The menominee a r e  s p a n  e a t e r s .  They 4 

s p o i l  much more quickly than ti-out o r  white- 

fish, which remain in  good condi t ion f o r  sever- 

a l  da;rs a f t e r  death.- ( I. s. Osborn, P o r t  

Austin, 7 0 ) .  

I n  the s t ra i t s  menominees a r e  taken i n  

s p e c i a l  nets ,  i n  30 t o  100 f e e t  of water, over 

almost any k i n d  of bottom. Spawning on rocky 

bottom in shaIlow water. Average about 1 lb. 

Can be caught a t  a l l  times, but not very 

d e s i r a b l e  and not f i shed  f o r  when other  f i sh  

can be gotten.-(Maynard Coi-lett,  near Bois  

Blanc Is land,  174). 

. .  . , I  , * .  , ’ 
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HERRING --- LAKE HUR01T. 

(From notes o f  J. T. Scovel l ,  1894. 

Abstracted by R. R. Gurley). 

About 1/8 of  the her r ing  taken i n  ce r t a in  

p o t s  near P o r t  Huron were neshed, mostly 

during l i f t i n g ,  few beinz dead. An occasion- 

a l  1ierrinG meshed i n  leader ,  doubtleks f loated 

aga ins t  ne t ,  dead. Dead mes!ied he r r ing  

were thrown back. Herring and p i c k e r e l  form 

ing c a t c h  of pounds Dear P o r t  Huron. Herrirg 

a r e  taken around P o r t  Huron Spring and f a l l .  

They a r e  s o l d  f r e sh  o r  frozen, o r  (many) t o  

the  smokers.-(Scovell & Ridgley, 8, 9 ,  1 2 ) .  

B u t  fen he r r ing  have been caught dur inc  

the l a s t  few years.  Foms  one-half o f  whole 

catch.-(F.  J. Gore, Por t  Huron, 20-21). 

Around P o r t  Huron her r inz  have decreased 

f o r  last 5 or  6 years,  but seem t o  be increas- 

ing tliis year. 

The h e r r i w  catch has decreased f o r  5 o r  6 

years but has improved somewhat this  year.- 

( P e t e r  Lassen, Por t  Huron, 13, 22). 

No cause except overf ishing.  

The Lake Huron i s  smaller than the Lake 

Erie herring. 1/2 l b .  he r r ing  is  the smallest. 



(Bates & F e r r i s ,  Lakeport, 2 9 ) .  

Thinl<s the  h e r r i r q  more abundant than 

two years ago. The young a r e  used f o r  ba i t . -  

(Nathan Woods, B i r chv i l l e  Township, 31). 

Varying a. l i t t l e ,  but remaining about 

the same. Spawn i n  Hovernber. Spawn i n  

November, then taken i n  abundance. Many a r e  

sal ted.-(G.  A. Allen, P o r t  Sani lac ,  35). 

Many a r e  s a l t e d ,  o the r s  sold f r e s h  t o  

yeddlers o r  a t  Por t  Huron.-(Harmon Allen, 

Fo res t e r ,  38). 

As abundant a s  ever,  but smaller.  U s u a l l y  

sold f r e s h  o r  sent  t o  Po r t  fhron.-(Mastin 

Bros., F o r e s t v i l l e ,  39) 

H e r r i w  a r e  more abundant i n  the f a l l  

season which begins about September 15 

F ish  under 1 l b .  a r e  thrown back i f  i n  good 

condition.-(James Reeves, Casevi l le ,  7 6 ) .  

I n  t h e i r  d i e t  h e r r i r q  a r e  much l i k e  white- 

f i s h  (4. v.)-(Louis  Trudell ,  Bay C i t y ,  7 3 ) .  

Have seen a few spaivninG he r r ing  b L i t  

usua1l;r have pulled then out before they 

have begun t o  spawn. Herring g i l l  extensive- 

l y  i n  the p o t s  when the:r a r e  l i f ted . - (Gi l l ingham 

Bros . , Bay Por ' t ,  8 6 ) .  



Never take spawning her r ing  a s  before 

they spawn have t o  take nets  out.  Herring 

forms the bulk of  the f a l l  catch.  The7 seen 

t o  be h c l d i r g  t h e i r  own, Some a re  taken i n  

the s p r i n g .  K e r r i q  a re  sa l ted . - (Louis  Dubey, 

Bay P o r t ,  91-92) .  

Herr inc a good ca tch  l a s t  f a l l .  Out- 

s i d e  ne t s  take more herr ing.  Inside take 

more sturgeon.-(Lixey &: Sons, M i l l e r ' s  Poin t ,  

129) 



LAKE TROUT - - -  LAKE HURON. 

(Fi-am notes of J. T.  Scovell ,  1594. 

Abstracted by R .  R.  Gurley).  

Numbers and s ize . -  Reach two o r  th ree  

l b s .  i n  about 4 years.-(Capt.  Hurkett, Sand 

Beach, 4 7 ) .  

Are g a i n i w  rayid1y.- (Albert  Brown, Sand 

Beach, 4 8 ) .  

Gradually f a l l i n g  off f r o m  over f isiiing. 

Would do well  t o  s t o p  fall fis!iinl; f o r  a few 

years.-(Hunter 2: Sons,  Sand Beach, 51 ) .  

Trout, T i cke re l ,  bass ,  and s imilar  f i s h  

escape more r ead i ly  a2d in  g r e a t e r  numbers 

t!zan r!?itefis!i  and he r r ing . - (  Gillincham Bros., 

Bay P o r t ,  8 6 ) .  

Even t r o u t  used t o  coye in to  the mouth 

o f  the Kaukaulin River, but i t  i s  now s o  foul  

t h t  they shun the neicliborhood. - (Louis .  T r u d e l l ,  

Kaukaulin River,  111). 

Very few smll f i s h  a r e  caught and then 

by acc ident .  Only h r g e  f i s h  (very  seldom 

under 18 inches) are r egu lz r lg  oaught. Trout 

go out somewhat suddenly and whi te f i sh  come in 



and v ice  versa  Do not seem t o  mingle. 

In  r a i s i n g  ne t s  they a r e  seldom found minzled 

each being l i a b l e  $0 be found by i t s e l f .  The 

t r o u t  $!iat spawn on  these grounds go away and 

do not  come back t i l l  next year. 

know m!iere tlieg go, and yet during the whole 

season or gear over these grounds, but they 

seem t o  be s c a t t e r e d  individuals ,  no+, a school 

01- run. - (Capt. Joe. 'Ferguson, A u  Sable, 133, 

1 3 6 ) .  

Doesn't 

Sometimes weigh 40 t o  90 l b s . - ( Jages  McCoy, 

A u  Sable,  138). 

Trout abundant, but decreas  ing from over- 

f i s h i n g  during l a s t  10 o r  12 years. Were v-7 

abundant when whitefis!i was the catch,  but they 

were not  the fashion.-  (David Lincoln, Alpena, 

149,  150). 

Spring o f  1892 fis!iing was l i g h t ,  but i n  

June good t r o u t  were found i n  the s h a l l o w  . 
water o f f  P o r t  Austin, suc!i f i s h  as are usual ly  

found in  shallow water i n  October.' They con- 

tinued t h r o u c h  June, Ju ly  and August, and 

spawned the re  i n  the f a l l ,  and f i s h i n g  u'sually 

good on the r ee f  was very l i g h t  during the 

f a l l  o f  1892.- (Caspar Alpern, Alpena, 163). 



James Cleary, Alpena. 

i n  1880, 1881, 1882, there  w a s  good t r ap  

ne t  f i s h i n g  in  the bay, not very good s ince .  

Too much sawdust perhaps the cause. Trout 

have always been plenty.  Shoal t rou t  aver- 

age 4 t o  5 pounds, reef trout 8 t o  10 pounds; 

buckskin t r o u t  average 3 pounds. The buck- 

s k i n  or deep water t rou t  are smaller ,  s h o r t e r  

i n  proport ion and more pot -be l l ied .  

trout have l o c a l  p e c u l i a r i t i e s  so that one 

can l e a r n  t o  t e l l  f r o m  w h a t  l o c a l i t y  a given 

quant i ty  o f  f i s h  came.-(158). 

The 

Larhe shoal trout from the  Chneaux i n  

spr ing;  i n  summer, a smaller  va r i e ty .  From 

September 1, l a r g e r  o m s  a r e  caught again.-  

( D .  A .  Trumpour, near Mackinaw C i t y ,  185). 

Trout do not need p r o t e c t i o n  they can 

take care  of themselves. They e a t  s m a l l  

whitefish.-(Anthony Yamel, u e n r e l ' s  Poin t ,  

211) 



LAKE TROUT --- W E  HUROII. 

(From notes  of  J .  T.  Scove l l ,  1894. 

Abs t rac ted  by R .  R.  Gurley) .  

- Food, feedinfi  h a b i t s ,  e.- Want rocky 

bottom f o r  feeding.  Stomach con ten t s ,  b l o a t s ,  

h e r r i w ,  lawyers,  w h i t e f i s h ,  l a k e  minnows, 

trout spawn, June f l y ,  o a t s  and small stones.  

Spawn might have been from f i s h  eaten.-(Capt .  

Willim Hurket t ,  Sand Beach, 46-47). 

Stomach con ten t s ,  remains o f  small f i s h ,  

you% h e r r i n g ,  moon-eye, e t c .  Almost any- 

t h i n g  i n  way o f  k i t c h e n  o f f a l  o r  young f i s h ,  

e t c .  Ea t  each  o t h e r ,  lamyers,  e t c .  Deep 

wa te r  t r o u t  a r e  o f t e n  f i l l e d  w i t h  xenominees .- 
(Capt.  Joe Ferguson, A u  Sable ,  133). 

E a t  almost anything.-(James McCoy, A u  

Sable ,  138). 

Trout e a t  small fish o f  all kinds .  Eat 

wl i i te f i sh ,  b a t  not  so Greedi ly  as they do 

herr ing.-(Caspar  Alpem,  Alpena, 1 6 0 ) .  

Eat small whi te f i sh .  - (Anthony Harnel, 

Henrel's P o i n t ,  212). 

Feed on mud bottom.-(Albrecht,  Detour, 

241) 
1 



LAKE TROUT - - -  LAKE HURON. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

(From notes of J. T. Scovel l ,  1894.  

Abs t rac ted  11:. R .  R .  Gurley) . 
Considered about as good a s  w h i t e f i s h  

and a r e  h a r d i e r ,  keepin(= l o n g e r  afid b e t t e r .  

Don't d i e  so  quick ly  i--! n e t ;  good f o r  market 

f o r  s e v e r a l  da:-s a f t e r  d e a t h  s o  t h a t  i n  

sp r in f ;  i n  deer  water  one m a y  have 5 gangs out 

ami f i n d  fish r;ood. But i n  warmer siunrner :lot 

more than 3 gangs should be out .  Late  i n  

f a l l  not, more t han  2, a s  st,orrns hinder  l i f t i n g  

s o  that f i s h ' a r e  o f t e n  los t . - (David  L inco ln ,  

A l p e m , 1 4 9 - 5 1 )  



LAKE TROUT --- LAKE HURON. 
HA3 ITS, MOVEMENTS, &C e 

(From no tes  o f  J. T. Scove l l ,  1594. 

Abs t rac ted  by R. R.  Gurley).  

Bottom is g e t t i n g  f o u l  i n  va r ious  ways ,  

but t h i s  seems not  t o  d r i v e  the  fish away. 

The c a t c h  is mainly t rout .  The l a r g e r  t r o u t  

a r e  w e l l  out i n  deep water  during summer, but 

n e a r e r  shore  i n  fa l l . -  (Hunter & Sons, Sand 

Beach, 51 ) .  

I r i  spring aiid fall t r o u t  a r e  i n  shal low 

water as s c a t t e r e d  i n d i v i d u a l s .  F i s h  s e e n  to 

keep i n  water  o f  an even t e q e r a t u r e .  Thirk 

the  t r o u t  and p i c k e r e l  do not o b j e c t  t o  a 

l i t t l e  d i r t  occas iona l ly . - (Chas .  P o r t e r ,  

Au Sable ,  143). 



LAKE TROUT - - -  LAKE HUROH. 
SPAWTII!JG TIME, HABITS, &C.  

(From no tes  of' J .  T.  Scovel l ,  1894. 

Abs t rac ted  by R.  R. Gurley) .  

Spawn on rock about September 30. Suck- 

e r s  e a t  the spawn.-(Capt. W i l l i a m  I iu rke t t ,  

Sand Beach, 46-47). 

Spawn f rom September 15 on ;  soason should 

be c losed  from Seytember 1 t o  January 1.- 

(Albert, Brown, Sand Beach, 4 8 ) .  

November on rock,  t h e  c a v i t i e s  i n  which 

seem t o  p r o t e c t  spawn. Do not c a t c h  spawners. 

(Hun%er & Sons, Sand Beach, 5 1 ) .  . 

Spawning t r o u t  are caught from September 

25 t o  October 30. Eai - l i e r  i n  co ld  weather 

o r  water. They want a rough, rocky bottom 

i n  5 t o  10 fathoms.-(I .  S. Osborn, P o r t  A u s t i n ,  

69-70) 

Trout spawn on honey-comb reefs e s p e c i a l l y  

when a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  white  g r a v e l  or o f f  P o r t  

Austin. Uo spawninc f i sh  are caught on these 

grounds. The t a u t ,  p i c k e r e l  and w h i t e f i s h  

in the fall seem t o  be wandering ind iv idua l s ,  

. .  



not the main run o r  school of f ish.-(Pelkey 

& Country, Towas Bay, 122-123) .  

T r o u t  spawn on rocky  ground o r  o n  p o r o u s  

rock .  no not ca t ch  many f i s h  r ipe .  In 

shoal water l z r g e r  t rou t  a r e  f o u n d  ca l l ed  

shoal  t rou t  - -  p r o b a b l y  individuals  e a r l y  a t  

spawninam Grounds.-(F. D. t.!osso, A u  Sable, 131) . 
Trou t  spawn off' P o ~ t  Austin and e a s t  o f  

Big C i x i a r i t y  or! black honey-conb r o c k .  The 

bes t  place t o  ca tch  fish is  nhere the b o t t o m  

t e a r s  ne t s  w o r s t .  Sometimes c a t c h  spawning 

t rou t  and whitef ish.-(Cart .  Joe Ferguson, 

Au .Sable, 133). 

T h i n k s  many deep water t rou t  spawn i n  

the  mxd. Spawn is ea t en  by sturgeon, 

suckers,  e t c .  

Trout spawn in shoal water, even i n  w a t e r  

only G inches deep, seldom i n  g r e a t e r  depths 

than 3 t o  5 f e e t .  The spawners don't  come 

back u n t i l  next year. Other t rou t  a r e  found 

over these t;roux?s the whole gear .  Dee? 

water t rou t  he thinks usua l ly  spawn on the  

r e e f s  about 14 miles out., and some shoal  t rou t  

go out t o  the b ig  Reef some 35 miles out ,  t o  

syawn. Big t rou t  f i r s t  reach s p a h i n g  

grounds4- (James McCoy, Near Towas Poin t ,  138). 



Around Albany Is land i s  a Tood spawning 

p o u n d . - ( A .  R.  Olmstead, Albany Island, 215). 

Spawn on r o c k s  in s h a l l o w  water.- ( Thornas 

S i m ,  Detour ,  221) .  

I n  September  t r o u t  come i n  t o  spawn. 

S h o a l  t r o u t  seems t o  d i f f e r  from the  deep 

water t r o u t  o r  b u c k s k i n  t r o u t .  Trout  spawn 

on the shoals o v e r  honey-combed rock.-(R. J. 

Damson, D e t o u r ,  238). 



STURGEOI? --- W E  HUROU. 

(Frorll no te s  o f  J. T.  Scove l l ,  1894. 

Abs t rac ted  by R .  R .  G u r l e y )  . 

I n  June a t  P o r t  Huron r a l l - e y e d  p i k e  

( " p i c k e r e l " )  and s tu rgeon  a r e  taken i n  about 

equal  quant i t  ies .  - ( 4 )  . 
SturFl;eox F r i n c i p a l  c a t c h  i n  c e r t a i n  p o t s  

near  P o r t  Huron. (8 ) .  Up t o  June 15 c e r t a i n  

pounds near  P o r t  Huron had taken no s turceon .  

(9) Sturgeoil a r e  taken  around P o r t  Iiuron 

i n  the  s p r i w .  They a r e  beheaded, disembowel- 

ed, qua r t e red  and s o l d  f r e s h ,  f rozen  o r  t o  

t h e  smokers. The eggs a r e  c leaned and s a l t e d  

t o  c a v i a r . - ( S c o v e l l  K: Ridgley;  4 ,  8, 9, 12 ) .  

A r o u n d  P o r t  Huron s tu rgeon  and p i c k e r e l  

may be se ined  i n  the dag time i n  muddy water ;  

i n  c l e z r  water, however, a t  night. During 

July and August the f i s h '  a r e  thou&t t o  m i p a t  e 

t o  deeper  and c o o l e r  water.  The a i r  bladders 

o f  s t u r g e o n  a r e  exported f o r  use i n  wine making. 

Sturgeon a re  decreas ing ,  No known reason  except 

heavy fishing. Sold fresh and some a r e  

smoked. Mr. Lassen c o n t r o l s  the c a v i a r  



t r ade  o f  this region, has been making i t  f o r  

22 years. He furnished a spec ia l  brand o f  

s a l t  t o  the fish dea le r s  who make up the caviar  

according t o  r e c e i p t  f'urnished by Mr. Lassen, 

and he takes  t h e i r  product,  s t o r e s  it i n  c o l d  

s torage house a t  Sandusky, Ohio, and during 

the win ter  s h i p s  i t  most17 t o  Hambur&. Ship- 

ping about 2,000 16-gallon kegs l a s t  year a t  

$40 per  keg. The deernand f o r  sturgeon meat 

and f o r  cav iar  has g r e a t l y  increased within 

the l a s t  few years ,  and i t  is now the most  

p r o f i t a b l e  f i s h  caught in  the wzters o f  the 

Great Lakes. Sturgeon des t r o y  Great 

q u a n t i t i e s  o f  sturgeon and o the r  spawn. Catch 

m o s t l y  sturgeon and p i cke re l  i n  spr ing.-  

( P e t e r  Lassen, P o r t  HLZmn, 12  - 14). 
Sturgeon thought not t o  be s o  abundant 

as formerly though ca tch  rexa ins  same, owing 

t o  more men an6 b e t t e r  apparatus.  A t  P o r t  

Huron s turgeon and p i k e  a r e  taken a t  n igh t ;  

the s turgeon by d a y  i n  muddy water. Taken 

in  about equal numbers. The smallest  s i z e s  

a re  10 t o  12 inches. No f i s h  a r e  takeh 

smaller than a marketable s i z e .  Very few 

spawners are taken. Sturgeon a r e  s o l d  fresh, 

4 
c.1 



f rozen  o r  t o  smokers. The a ir bladder 

is prepared and sold and the eggs a r e  made 

i n to  caviar .  Sturgeon a r e  not so abundant 

a s  formerly but ca tch  remains sane owing t o  

more men arzd b e t t e r  apparatus.  Grown i n  

favor  f o r  f i v e  years ;  now the most  p r o f i t a b l e  

f ish.  Sturgeon e a t  sturgeon and o ther  spawn; 

a l so  c rayf i sh ,  s h e l l  fish and s!rimp.-.(F. J.  

Gore, P o r t  Huron, 16 -21) .  

Sturgeon taken in  the spring, but June 

is the bes t  month, forms about l/6 o f  whole 

catch.-  (Pe te r  Lassen, Port Huron, 20-21). 

Decreasing. Ho casue except excessive 

f i sh ing ,  more p r o f i t a b l e  i n  propor t ion  to  the  

amount caught than any o ther  f i sh .  Sold 

f r e s h  o r  smoked. 

weight of the fena le  f ish a re  cleaned ar,d 

The eC;p about 1/4 o f  the 

s a l t e d  and s e l l  cs  caiiiar f o r  30 t o  40 cents  

p e r  lb - (22-23) 
Destroy g rea t  q u z n t i t i e s  of f i s h  spawn. 

Decreasing.-(G. A .  Allen, Port Sani lac ,  

35) 0 

Sturgeon were formerly very, very aburdant, 

but now only  a few a r e  c a - a t  each year  and tk 

catch is gradual ly  decreasing.-(Gillin&am 



B r o s . ,  Bay P o r t ,  8 6 ) .  

Sturgeon are g e t t i n g  very sca rce  as corn- 

pared wi th  a few years  p a s t .  Thinks much 

o f  t h e i r  spawn is l o s t  by b e i q  -:fashed up o n  

the  beacii as :hey spawn i n  ver;r s!Fllow water.- 

( C h a s .  P o r t e r ,  Au Sable ,  142) .  

Sturgeon former1;r s o l d  as A l b a n y  beef ,  

s tu rgeon  s t e a k s ,  e t c .  Rap i d l y  increased  i n  

vrtlue from 10 t o  120 cen t s .  Are g e t t i n g  verJ 

s ca rce  on  the  American shore.-(A. R .  Olmstead, 

Albany I s l a n d ) .  



(From no tes  o f  J. T. Scove l l ,  1894. 

Abs t rac ted  by R. R. Gurley) . 

Pike a r e  caught i r?  s e i n e s  i n  spr ing ,  but 

June is the b e s t  month. S e l l  f r e s h  o r  f rozen.  

In  June the  c a t c h  is about l/2 p ike ,  1/2 stur- 

geon. About 9 6  o f  the  c a t c h  is merketablc .  

P i c k e r e l  and h e r r i n g  ?or= the c a t c h  o f  

$he pounds around P o r t  Huron. 

Many f i s h ,  usually p i c k e r e l ,  are caught. 

by n igh t  t r o l l i n g  near  P o r t  Huron; 2 men o f t en  

t a k i n g  200 lhs. p e r  n igh t ,  a v e r a g i w  perhaps 

75 t o  100 I b s .  p e r  boa t .  Last year %he 3 

d e a l e r s  bou&t 35 tons thus taken. Many 

f i s h  o f  course d o n ' t  reach markets .  P i c k e r e l  

(Wall-eyed p i k e )  a r e  s o l d  f r e s h  o r  f rozen . -  

(Scove l l  EIC Ridgley, 4 ,  5, 9 ,  11, 12). 

P i c k e r e l  l i v e  on young fish.  - ( P e t e r  Lasse n, 

Port Huron, 15). 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

*. Imposs i b l e  t o  sa;' whether a l l  "p icke re l  

are wall-eyed p ike .  Some are s t a t e d  t o  be 

o t h e r s  i n fe ren t i a l l : ?  a r e ,  and many inr?ctemirrste. 

R. R. Ourleg. 



Think p i cke re l  ca tch  l i g h t e r  than formerly; 

no reason except overf ishing.-(F.  J. Gore, 

Por t  Huron, 1 6 ) .  
a 

. 
Picke re l  f o r m  1/2 o f  catc!; i n  s-r ing.  

They a r e  caught going out  o f  the bay f r o m  t h e i r  

spawr,iw grounds, which m e  i n  streams and 

shoal water. Spawnin.; p i c k e r e l  a r e  never 

caught. 

P ickere l  forms 1/3 o f  the f a l l  catch.-  

P i cke re l  escape f r o 3  ne t s  more r ead i ly  

and i n  g rea t e r  numbers than wh i t e f i sh  and 

herr ing.  Have never seen spawning p i c k e r e l  

on the grounds where t h e i r  ne t s  a r e  s e t .  

Thinks they have spawned before reaching them. 

Sometimes p ickere l  g i l l  i n  the pounds and 

po in t s  of the hear ts . - (Gil l inrbam Bros. ,  

Bay P o r t ,  86 -87) .  

P i cke re l  go up the bay t o  spawn; ca t ch  

them going out s o  never take spawners. 

P i cke re l  forms the bulk o f  the sp r ing  catch.  

P i cke re l  a r e  perhaps f a l l i n g  o f f .  Sends 

p icke re l  t o  Bay C i t y  without dressi.n.g.-(Louis 

Dubey, Bay Por t ,  91-92).  

Used t o  be good p icke re l  f i s h i n g  on the 

grounds in  Kaqkaulin River i n  the  fa l l ;  but 



few a r e  caught now and the ca tch  i n  the bay 

and along the shore is f a l l i n g  off every year. 

Mainlir on account o f  small mesh, and per!mps 

foulness o f  r i v e r  and c o a s t  waters i n t e r f e r e s  

with spawning. P i cke re l  ascend streams, 

l a r g e  and m a l l ,  t o  s r a m  , i f  the ice in  thrw 

breaks ap before i t  does i n  the bay. Con- 

t r a r i w i s e  they m o s t l y  l i k e l y  spawn i n  shallow 

water i n  the bay. SpFiwn i n  very shallow 

water. Process is completed and f i s h  run 

out again i n  10 t o  1 2  days, and they a r e  30 

t o  4 0  days i n  g e t t i n g  out  of the bay.-(€€. A.  

Benson, o f  Saginaw Bay F i sh  Co.-110-11) 

Endorses Trude l l ' s  statement a s  t o  picker- 

e l  spawniw in the r i v e r .  They spaw!l there  

now a s  f r e e l y  as ever. If during the winter  

there  is a t h a w  o r  r a i n ,  t h a t  sendswarm water 

in to  the  bay from the r i v e r ,  the p i c k e r e l  

imnediately begin t o  ascend the stream so that  

they a r e  o f t e n  c a q h t  ifl the r i v e r  i n  January 

o r  February. Suckers and mullet  follow them 

when they come in  t o  spawn and e a t  g rea t  

q u a n t i t i e s  o f  eegs.-(G. H. Penniman, Ka-dcaulin 

River, 112) .  

F a l l  o f  1886-57-88 there  was a Bood run 

o f  Saginaw Picke re l  i n  Alpena Bay and about 



h l i d d l e  Island; comencing  about A u m s t  11 or 

12. - (Caspar Alpern, Alpena, 163). 



SUCKERS --- LAKE HUROf?. 

(From notes of J. T. Scovell, 1894. 

Abstracted b;r R. R. Gurley). 

Suckers and mullets destroy spaan.-(Peter 

Lassen, Port Huron, 23). 

. Suckers and mullet destroy o r  feed on 

syawn.-(F. J. Gore, Port Huron, 20). 

Suckers and mullets are abundant at all 

times, but are seldom worth enough to pa:' for 

cleaning and marketing, consequently thrown 

away.-(Brannack, Bois Blanc Island, 178). 

Suckers eat spawn.-(Albrecht, Detour, 

241) 



MISCELLAIIEOUS FISHES - -  LAKE HURON. 

(From notes  o f  J. T. Scovell ,  1894. 

Abstracted by R. R .  Gurley) . 

Sheepshead s e l l  i n  g rea t  q u a n t i t i e s  t o  

New York Jews. Caught i n  g rea t  numbers a t  

beginning and c lose  o f  both sp r ing  and f a l l  

seasons. On17 Indians and Jews e a t  sheeps- 

head. I t  l i v e s  o n  smll f i s h  and worms.- 

(Louis Trudel l ,  Kaukaulin River, 113) .  

Perch span;? i n  May or e a r l y  June. 

The lawyer i s  sometimes ea ten  and cal led 

good.-(Aumstus Leese, Por t  Hope, 59). 

Black bass a re  very seldom c a w h t  i n  t h e  

n e t s . - ( I .  S. Osborn, P o r t  Austin, 6 8 ) .  

Spawning times should be c lose  times.- 

(Joseph Perkinson, F o r e s t v i l l e ,  * 4 0 ) .  



POLLUTIOIT -- OF LAKE IIUROIT. 

RE)IEDIES - FOR DECREASE JJ FISHERIES. 

(From notes of J. T. Scovel l ,  1894, Abstracted 

by R. R. Gurley). 

.. , .I 



POLLUTION BTC -- LAKE m o l ? .  

From Notes o f  J. T.  Scovell ,  1894, 

(Abstracted by R. R .  Gurley). 

- Geo. - A. - -  & H. Allen. 

Cinders and ashes from steamers, o f f a l  of 

a l l  kinds from the shore,  sawdust, bark from 

rafts o f  pine logs,  a l l  tend t o  make the bot- 

tom fou l  and d i r t y  and t o  d r ive  away f i s h  of  

a l l  valuable kinds.  - (35, 38) . 

Capt. Hurkett ,  Po r t  Austin. 

Cinders and ashes from the  steamers, 

l eaves ,  p l a n t s  and brush blow and d r i f t  in to  

the lake ,  and all kinds o f  o f f a l  from the  

shore t e n d  t o  fou l  the bottom and d r i v e  away 

the f i s h  and in ju re  the ne t s .  Bark broken 

from ra f t s  of timber and sawdust a l s o  bad.- 

( 4 6 )  * 

Albert  Brown, Sand Beach. 

In the c o w ~ e  o f  steamers not as good 



fishing as formerly. Cinders, ashes and 

o ther  rubbish, seem t o  d r i v e  f i s h  away, as 

there  is' some b e t t e r  f i s h i n g  outs ide.  Fish 

seem t o  take t o  a c lean bottom.-(48) 

George - H. Smith; Sand  Beach. 

The bot tom is being fouled by cinders  

from steamers, bark from r a f t s ,  l eaves ,  plants  

f r o m  s!iore, e t c  . Cinders and ashes a r e  the  

w o r s t ,  foul ing ne t s  and dr iv ing  away fish.- 

(53) * 

Louis Larson, Sand Beach. 

Clean bo t tom bes t  f o r  f i s h .  The bottom 

is g e t t i n g  fouled by cinders ,  ashes and o the r  

mat ter .  - ( 5 6 )  

Aumst Leese, P o r t  Hope. 

Cinders and ashes bad.-(53) 



I. S. Osborn, Por t  Austin. - -  
Spring o r  deep water f i s h i n g  grounds a r e  

general ly  c lean,  but the s m e r  and fall o r  

shallow water grounds a re  fouled by c inders  

and ashes from passing steamers, s labs ,  saw- 

d u s t  and o the r  redfuse from sawmills, also 

other  re fuse  which is s t i r r e d  up by storms, 

foul. the ne t s  and grounds t o  En ex ten t  great- 

l y  de t r imenta l  t o  fish and fishermen. Fish 

offal i a  usuall;. brought ashore and s o l d  t o  

the farmers f o ~  f e r t  i l i z e r .  

Louis Trudell ,  & C i t y . ,  

The f o u l  water o f  the r i v e r  h u r t s  r i v e r  

f i sh ing ,  and f i s l i i q  i n  the head o f  the  Bag.- 

(79) Bark fro!? towing logs  and o t h e r  refuse 

may cover up feeding grounds. - ( 111) . 

GillinEharn Bros., & - Port. 

Fish o f f a l  is general1:r buried. Some- 

times thrown i n to  the Bay. Offal hur.ts the 

grounds f o r  t r o u t  and whi tef i sh ,  but not f o r  

p i c k e r e l  and perch. Logs f l o a t i n g  about the  



bay bother fishermen. Mills along the  r i v e r  

and bay fu rn i sh  mater ia l  that fouls the water 

o f  the bay. Water unusually bad t h i s  spr ing  

and some l ay  i t  t o  pumping o f  mine water i n to  

the bay a t  Sebewaing.-(88). 

Louis Dubex, Ba;l_ - Por t .  

The water o f  the bay is g e t t i n g  t o o  foul  

f o r  good f ishing.  Shallow water ge t s  foul 

under the ice and f i s h  a r e  dr iven  avay. 

Geo. H. Penniman, Bay C i t y .  - -  

Offal f r o m  logs, m i l l ,  e t c . ,  may foul 

the waters and cover ap the feedinc grounds, 

but does not t h i n k  there  is  much t rouble  from , 

this cause.-(112-113) 

- John Herrick, Near & Sable Point.  

Bottom f a i r l y  clean and po in t  g e t t i n g  

cleaner . - (127) .  



Cap%. Joe. Ferwson cf  TUG F i s h e m .  

Bottom becornin6 more and more foul from 

log rafts towed f r o m  Canada. I n  many p laces  

2 t o  5 f e e t  o f  bark cover the lake bot tom and 

this harms the f i s h  more than a l l  t!m f i she r -  

men.-(135). 

Maynard Cor l e t t ,  RoRers C i t y .  

Bark f rom rafts so foul  the bottoms as 

t o  make f i s h i n g  w i t h  g i l l  ne t s  d i f f i c u l t ,  as 

the l e a s t  wind st irs i t  up and f o u l s  the n e t s ;  

and the same may cover feedinG grouqds. 

Frank Brannock, Bois  Blanc Island. 

Bark,  sawdust, e tc . ,  cover up feeding 

grounds and f o u l  bottom, tending t o  d r ive  awe' 

fish.-(l76). 

- 7  



G. E. Thompson, Mackinaw C i t y .  - -  

The o f f a l  of fish, when thrown into the 

water, makes it unpleasant f o r  the fish and 

they leave the locality. Cinders from s t e m  

e r s  bad. Sawdust not so  bad. 

F i sh  go out. i n  summer from water g e t t i n g  

warm; i n  winter  on account o f  its g e t t i n g  

foul under t!le ice.  

- A!. Lachappelle, 1Jear Gross CE 

T!?inks habi t  o f  t h rowing  back e n t r a i l s  

and dead fish injures t!le fisheries,-(186-187) . 

Cyril Pound, Nearst. Ianace. 

Foul water and bottom w i t h  bark ,  sawdust. 

Throwing offal in lake and overfishing a l l  

te..rd t o  lessen the catch. Stoims seldom 

in ju re  ne t s .  

Not a da in ty  f i sh .  Foul lake does not 

seem t o  disturb them, but does d r i v e  out white- 

fish.-(190) * 

arondin & a, St. Ianace. 



Grondin &- Son, St. IRnace. 

Many g i l l  n e t t e r s  throw o f f a l  in to  the 

Lake which tends t o  d r ive  away whitefish.-  

(192-193) . 

- -  A.  R. Olmstead, Albany Island. 

The prac t i ce  o f  throning back o f f a l  is 

very bad.-(215). 

The f i s h  o f f a l  wllich many tug fishermen 

throw in to  the lakes is bad for  the  fishing 

industry,  tending t o  d r i v e  away fish.-(Chas. 

Boadim, Mackinaw C i t y ,  242-243). 



RE3,IEIDIES PROTOSED --- LAICE HUROIJ. 

(Prom n o t e s  o f  J. T. Sccvel l ,  1834, 

abs t rac ted  by R .  R. Cfiirley). 

P e t e r  Lassen, P o r t  Huron. 

Was espec iall:r emyIlatic i n  condeA?trlat ion 

o f  g i l l  ne t  f i sh ing ,  a s  the f i s h  a r e  so o f t e n  

dead =;hen taken out ,  o r  i f  a l i v e ,  not bear ing 

;landling, not remaining good a s  long a s  fish 

f rom pounds o r  s e ines . - (15 ) .  

GeorKe Allen,  P o r t  Sani lac .  

Large mesh o f  pounds is o f t en  made much 

smaller  by s t r e t c h i n g  the ne t . - (36) .  

Louis Trudell ,  Bar City. 

F i s l i i x  would soon be as good as ever if  

the small and young f ish were not caught i n  

smll meshed nets .  Small mesh f i s h i n g  i n  

the r i v e r s  is bad. 12 years ago, 3 pounds 

were a s  p r o f i t a b l e  a s  9 a r e  now.-(79). 

-1 



Caspar Alpern, Alpena. 

Thinks law should be: Sha l l  not ca tch  

whi te f i sh ,  p i cke re l  o r  t r o u t  t h a t  weigh, when 

dressed,  less than 1 l b .  and tha t  eggs should 

be f e r t i l i z e d  f o r  the ha tcher ies ,  any surp lus  

re turned t o  the Lake in  good condition.-(163). 

-- L. H. P i t t enpe r .  

Thinks it would be b e t t e r  t o  use l a r g e r  

m e s h .  - ( 9 9 )  

Grondin & Son, a. Icnace. 

The g i l l  net  mesh is a l l  r ight  but there  

aye t o o  many n e t s  i n  use. hbny pounds use 

a small mesh which soon des t roys  the f i s h .  

The pounds have done most toward s p o i l i n g  the 

f i s h i n g  and l e s s e n i w  the catch,  f o r  whatever 

mesh be used many small f i sh  a r e  destroyed. 

It w o u l d  be a bene f i t  if a l l  o f  the pounds 

should be taken out  e n t i r e l y .  - (192) 

- John McXennon, Beaver ta i l  
Point  . 



- John McKennon, Beaver ta i l  Point .  

F a l l  f i s h i n g  ought t o  be stopped. It 

would be b e t t e r  f o r  the fish and the fishermen. 

(213) 

- Abe Gondreau, West Morans =. 
T h i n k s  smll mesh ne t s  are s p o i l i n g  white- 

fish industry. Thinks i n  h i s  i m e d i a t e  region 

more than a qua r t e r  o f  a Mi l l ion  f i n g e r l i n g  

whi te f i sh  were desf,ro:Ted las t  gear . - (245) .  

Small mesh pound n e t s  must be abandoned 

o r  t he re  w i l l  soon be no whi te f i sh .  Pound 

ne t s  bad f o r  the fishing industry.-(Chas. 

Bordim, Mackinaw C i t y ,  242-243) 

- John McLeod P e t e r  Gondreau. 

Have f i shed  wi th in  two m i l e s  o f  each 

o the r  for twenty years 

McLeod has always used l a r g e  mesh ne t s .  

Gondreau has used mall mesh ne t s .  

McLeod's ca tch  ha6 been uniformly good, 



the f i s h  of large s i z e .  Tie catch about as  

good now as ever. 

Gondreau's catch has varied widely in 

s i z e  and quantity, and is now much l e s s  than 

formerly. 

This i l lus tra t ion  given as  an argument 

in favor of large mesh nets ,  and o f  the l imit+  

ed range of movement o f  f i s h .  "Fish are l o c a l u .  

(244) 



POLLUTIONS OF SAGINAW RIVER. 

O l d  s e t t l e r s  say that i n  8n early day tb 

water of the r i v e r  w a s  very pure and c l e a r .  

Of more recent  years  the  r i v e r  has been con- * 

taminated t o  a very g rea t  extent .  This con- 

tamination may be t raced m a i n l y  t o  3 causes. 

1. The lumbering and m i l l i n g  industries 

when the f o r e s t s  were being worked up. . This 

put i n to  the  r i v e r  g r e a t  q u a n t i t i e s  of s a w -  

dus t ,  planks, narks  and o ther  refuse from the  

logs and m i l l s .  This means of  contamination 

is r a p i d l y  decreasing, a8 the f o r e s t s  along 

the r i v e r  and its branches a r e  wel l  worked 

up-  But a t  the preeent time there are a t  

l e a s t  3 booms of logs  i n  the r i v e r  between 

Ray C i t y  and Saginar. One a t  Melbourne, a t  

least 1 1/2 mile i n  l e n g t h  and from 20 t o  30 

rods i n  width, another  a t  a po in t  4 miles  be lor  

Saginar l/2 milel '  long and 20 rods wide, and a 

th i rd  a t  Saginaw 1/2 m i l e  long by 20 rods wide. 

2. bTumerous s a l t  works were loca ted  

along the r i v e r  when the m i l l s  were numerous, 

as the ref'hse rood from the m i l l s  was used 

t o  evaporate the sa l t  water. These s a l t  blocks 



t h r e w  a l l  waste mater ia l  into the River, 

and it is thought that t h i s  contaminated 

the water t o  the detriment o f  the f i a h  l i f e .  

Mr. Cleo. W. Green, of Saginaa, l a id  espec ia l  

emphasis on t h i s  source o f  contamination. As 

m i l l s  have stopped w o r k ,  s a l t  wel ls  have 

ceased t o  be worked u n t i l  there  a r e  o n l y  a 

few sa l t  works now i n  operat ion along the 

r iver .  

The decrease i n  the number o f  m i l l s  

and salt wel l s  a long  the  r i v e r  seems t o  be 

benef i t ing  q u i t e  percept ib ly  the f i s h  l i f e  

of the r i v e r .  

3. The t h i r d  means o f  contamination of 

the  r i v e r  is the sewage and refuse  of  the 

c i t i e s  on its bank. This increases w i t h  the 

growth of the c i t i e s ,  but it is not considered 

as detr imental  t o  f i sh  l i f e  a8 the first t w o  

mentioned above. - (262-264) 



-- FISH IN SAGIIUW RIVER. 

The kinds o f  f i s h  caught i n  the Saginar 

River are: 

Suckers. Perch. 

"Shovel-nosed Pike. 

Sunfish. 

Rock Bass. 

Black Bass. 

Catfish. 

Bullheads. 

Wall-eye. 

Suckers and Perch form the bulkof  the 

catch.  

of the ca t ch  and perch 1/3, a l l  the rest  amomt- 

ing t o  not more than 2-3% of the whole. 

Mr. Carl thought suckers formed 2/3 

These f i s h  f ind  a ready market i n  winter  

because they a r e  f r e s h  f i s h  and are pre fe r r ed  

t o  frozen f i s h  of o the r  species .  (whi te f i sh ,  

trout, e t c .  1 

M r .  Carl s a y s  the f i s h  enter t h e  r i v e r  in 

the following order:  

1. Bullheads and c a t f i s h  last of  Auguat 

first of September. 

2. Perch last of September and first of 

a Oatober. 



3. . Suckers October 15 t o  sometime in 

November, the November run being u s u a l l y  l i g h t -  

e r  than the October run, hence the desire  f o r  

an e a r l i e r  season. 

The suckers o f  last year than knorn be- 

fore f o r  a number of years. The years bef- 

fo re  they were very small. This is the corn- 

'?on testimony and it is thought the fish are 

findin6 Saginar R. b e t t e r  grounds f o r  l i v i n g  

than formerly. 

4. The wall-eye last r e a r  was so s c a m e  

that i t  plays no p a r t  i n  the f i s h i n g  o f  last 

winter.  

Speaking o f  the wall-eye of  previous 

years Mr. Tromble and h l r .  P e n n h n  have ob- 

served l i g h t  runs in January and February. 

They s a y  that a thaw or r a i n  which starts 8 

curren t  down the r i v e r  in to  the Bay 'draws" 

the f ish,  and just a f t e r  such times t h e r e  is 

sure t o  be b e t t e r  fishing and f'requently the ' 

wall-eye ascends a t  t h i s  time. 

The great run  o f  wall-eye i8  in  A p r i l  

when they are ascending t o  spawn. 

these are now caught, as the nets must be 

lifted by Apr i l  1. Mr. Green sap3 before th3 

None o f  

. 



present  l a w  was passed in  1889 he has seen 

5 or 6 tons o f  r a l l - e y e s  taken d a i l y  from 

about 18 pounds f o r  a few days. They w o u l d  

be pas t  i n  f r o m  10-20 days. He says the 

wall-eye can f ind  good spawning ground up the 

t r i b u t a r i e s  o f  the Saginar  R .  t o  10 o r  12 

miles above Saginan. 

hfr.  Pennimn and o the r s  think that w h e t b r  

the wall-eye ascends the r i v e r  o r  not i n  A p r i l  

depends on circumstances. If the r i v e r  

breaks up first,  they ascend the River. 

If the bay breaks up first,  they spawn i n  the 

shallow water of  the Bay. They never spawn 

under the ice.  Suckers a r e  a lways  found 

following r a l l - e y e s  f o r  the spawn which they 

eat i n  g r e a t  quantities.-(266-299'). 


